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ENERGY ECONOMICS JAMAICA 


ISLAND-WIDE BLACKOUT UNDERLINES CRITICAL POWER PROBLEM 
Hunt's Bay Explosion 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 1 Jun 82 pl 


[Text] ALMOST THE ENTIRE ISLAND was without electrical power from early yes- 
terday afternoon when an explosion occurred in the "auxillary board" of the 
No.4 generating unit at the Hunt's Bay power station of the Jamaica Public 
Service Company. 


No one was hurt in the explosion, but it triggered off a chain reaction at 
Hunt's Bay which knocked out the other generating units there as well as the 
No. 1 and No.2 units at Old Harbour, St. Catherine, causing power outages in 
virtually all Jamaica. 


The only power that was being generated up to late last night by the company 
was by the hydro-electric stations at White River, in St. Ann; Rio Bueno, in 
Trelawny; and Maggotty in St. Elizabeth, which together produce only 9 per 
cent of the island's electricity output. 


The power outages crippled operations at the National Water Commission's 
plants at Ferry, Hampstead, Rennock Lodge and Beverley Hills, cutting off or 
reducing water supplies to all of downtown Kingston, Beverley Hills, Washing- 
ton Boulevard and adjacent areas, sections of Mountain View Avenue, the Norman 
Manley International Airport and other parts of Kingston. 


If the power outages continue, water supplies to other sections of the island 
will also be affected a spokesman for the Water Commission said last night. 


AT THE HUNT'S BAY STATION yesterday evening workmen were busy trying to re- 
start the generators. A spokesman there said taht power could return by 
10 p.m. 


The spokesman explained that each unit has an auxillary board which supplies 
power to the unit. 


"There was an interruption in the system which manifested itself inside the 
power station causing a heavy current to flow through the station service 
breaker, damaging the contacts in the breaker," the spokesman said. "It is 
a critical link in the whole operation. 








"We are replacing it with another one which can bring back power to all the 
units, with the exception of No.4, by around 10 p.m. tonight". 


A J.P.S. STATEMENT said that at 2.45 p.m., an electrical explosion in the aux- 
illary board of the No.4 steam unit at Hunt's Bay tripped off two units at 
Hunt's Bay and shortly afterwards "a cascading action" began tripping off the 
rest of the units at Hunt's Bay as well as the No.1 and No.2 units at Old 
Harbour. 


"Attempts are being made to get the units restarted but it is a tedious pro- 
cess which will take some time. It is hoped that we will have some power ear- 
ly tonight, but in the meantime almost the entire island is without power," 
the statement said. 


'"GLEANER' Editorial 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 1 Jun 82 p 1 


(Text s 
. The provisiun of a stable supply of electricity 


continues to elude the capacity of the Jamaica 
Public Service Company. Despite the projec- 
tions by Government spokesman for a change 
for the better by June, the bleakest forecast 
now is for continued power outages up to the 
end of August or September. 


And as if to underline this forecast, the sys- 
tem appears to have all but collapsed yes- 
terday. We have stated before that the techni- 
cal details of why and what is wrong are 
beyond the understanding of most of us. We 
have been told of assistance being: recruited 
from abroad, and even of a power barge being 
sent here to help out the situation. 


We have also been told about the failures of 
maintenance -in the past. We fervently hope 
that such negligence has ended. That being so. 
we see little point in harking back at this late 
stage. There must surely be a way to fix the 
defective machines or ultimately to replace 
them or some parts of them. 


The discomfort, inconvenience and sheer dis- 
ruption caused by power failures have been 
catalogued repeatedly. Private homes and busi- 
ness places have long reached the point of frus- 
tration and perhaps hopelessness. At this stage 
the electricity services may well be the ‘darkest 
spot’ in the economy: 


All the energies of the Government must 
now be concentrated on correcting the situa- 
tion. Power supplies are at the very root of all 
effort toward economic recovery and survival. 








Government Response 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 2 Jun 82 pp 1, 10 


[Text] 


OWER HAS BEEN 
RETURNED to almost all of 
the island, but the situation is criti- 
cal as the supply is almost the same 
as the demand and any disruption 
will cause suspension of electricity 


in some areas. 
So the Minister of Public Utilities and Trans- 
port, the Hon. Pearnel Charles, told the House of 


Representatives yesterday. 

Mr. Charles said that the Government had decided 
that rather than do a “piece-meal. hodgepodge repair 
job, the units involved could be re-tubed and rehabili- 
tated to ensure their viable functioning. 

On current estimates, the No. 3 steam unit at Old 
Harbour will return to full service by July; but, 
although replacement parts for the No. 4 unit have 
been identified, the er of the - was not 
expected until the end o , and the necesa 
remedial work could aot be completed before 
November. 

Mr. Charles statement to the House said:: 

“Last week, | appraised the public of the serious sit- 
vation currently existing in our electrical supply 
scrvice. 

“IT said that as a result of urgent remedial measures 
heing undertaken to upgrade generating units to a posi- 
tion of reliability, we had discovered further extensive 
area of damage caused by lack of proper maintenance 
over a long period 

“This Hate damage could not have been found 
before the arca now repaired was done and the unit 
tested. As a result of this discovery, almost twice the 
amount of money will be required to rebuild the unit 
and a possible extension of three to four months for the 
unit to be completed. 


PROGRAMME 


“A programme for correcting faults in the defective 
power units at Old Harbour was initiated in keeping 
with the Government's intention to provide this island 
with an adequate supply of electrical energy to fill 
immediate requirements and to meet developing needs. 
lis was put in motion early March. 

“In the course of tackling the problem, we discov: 
cred that the major units ha developed more extensive 
damage and deterioration in the boiler tubes than the 
technicians could have assessed. 

“Because of this, the Government has given instruc- 
tions that rather than do a piece-meal, hodge-podge 
repair job; thet these major units should be re-tubed 
and re-habilated to ensure their viable functioning for 


a ve period. 

ese J the only way that we can rebuild a firm 
foundation for the supply of a reliable electric service 
in the future. In fact, it goes further than chat. If this 
were not to be done, we would face the distinct possi 
bility of a major long-term breakdown in the electric 














power supplies of this country. 


SITUATION 


“On current estimates: the situation for the immedi- 
ate future, as an alternative, we plan to rehabiluate the 
No. 3 Steam Unit at Old Harbour which produces 53 
megawats of Continuous power, as priority because this 
is the less damaged of the major units. It is expected 
that we will return this unit to full service in July. 


“Replacemem materials for the damaged parts of 
Steam Unit No. 3 arrived in the island fast week and 
the contractors are now at work on the unit's rehabilita- 
tion. All things being equal, we should have this unit 
in full production by July. 


“Concerning the or work to be done on the No. 
1 Steam Unit at Old Harbour. we have identified the 
replacement parts required but we cannot expect the 
arrival of the materials until the end of August, while 


the necessary remedial work cannot be completed 
before the end of November, and this is dependent on 
the prompt arrival of the required materials. 

“Other unas in the service also have defects and 
attention is being given to them. 

“lw = stress that the “em acting on 
instructions from my ministry, ic doing everything to 
remedy discovered defects ia the ae and rs do this 
in an effective way and as quickly as possible. 

“When these two Major units, together with three 
other units now currently being repaired at Hunts Bay 
and Bogue, have been i tO power, we can pro- 
ceed to deal with other defective units in the service. 


INVESTIGATION 


“As a resuk of the latest developments in the power 
system, involving an explosion on Saturday and another 
on Monday in units at the Hunt's Bay Power Station 
and resulting on Monday in a massive power outage, I 
have appointed Mr. Dennis Anderson, Group hief 
Engineer for SEPROD, to head an investigation into 
the possible causes of the explosion in order to give an 
independent opinien. 

“Mr. Anderson will begin his work immediately and 
will report to my Ministry. 

“In the meantime, power has returned to almost all 
of the island but I must warn that the situation is criti- 
cal as the supply is almost the same as the demand and 
any disruption will inevitably cause suspension of elec- 
tricity in some areas.” 











ENERGY ECONOMICS 


GPPOSITION OF 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


MP PROPOSES PUBLIC STATE-OWNED UTILITIES 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 7 Jun 82 p 3 


[Text] 


125/326 


ECONOMIST and 
opposition parlia- 
mentarian Winston 
Dookeran has _ pro- 
posed a different ap- 
proach towards the 
management of the 
public utilities, which 
excludes interference 
by various govern- 
ment departments, 
and has each utility as 
a public company fully 
owned by the State. 


Mr Dookeran said that 
the direct financial burden 
to the society of inefficient 
utilities was approaching a 
level that would soon be dif- 
ficult to meet. With daily 
irritations in transport, 
electricity and water, ‘‘the 
very industrialisation of 
the nation’s economy is be- 
ing threatened by the level 
of performance of these 
utitilies. 


He suggested a new ‘'so- 
cial compact" plan geared 
to generating action and 
better performance rather 
than talk, committees and 
reports. 

With this plan, utilities 
would remain owned by the 
State but would attempt 
to exploit the economies of 
scale of those natural mono- 
polies like water and elec- 


tricity, while being ac- 
countable to the popula- 
tion. 


As a first step Mr Dooke- 
ran advised the removal of 


Wa 


‘‘superfluous institutions’’ 
like the Public Utilities 
Commission. ‘‘Other in- 
stitutions like the Statut- 
ory Authority Service Com- 
mission, the Central Ten- 
ders Board, the Chief Per- 
sonnel Officer and the Or- 
ganisation and Manage- 
ment Division must have no 
executive authority in the 
affairs of these utilities, 
‘the stressed. 

Warning of the domina- 
tion of managers and 
bureaucrats, he proposed to 
involve in the boards of the 
utilities several affected 
groups such as workers, the 
State and consumer groups. 

Such a board would help 
arrive at a social compact 
on broard issues like prices, 
incomes, technology, em- 
ployment, investment and 
the level of service, and 
would set up a framework 
for action. 

In the financial sector he 
was firm that the rates had 
to be determined to get the 
optimum financial support 
from users, with the State 
meeting the balance if 
there was one. 

Mr Dookeran saw the 
need for applying the most 
efficient technology, with a 
well thought out program- 
me for ‘‘dynamic 
technology transfer.’’ 

Generally, he saw a social 
compact plan as renewing 
nationalistic spirit and em- 
phasising the common self 
interest of the total soci- 
ety in an effort to provide 
essential services for the 
nation. 














COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


AFTERMATH OF FALKLANDS CRISIS, GUYANA, BELIZE ISSUES VIEWED 
‘Caracas RESUMEN in Spanish 9 May 82 pp 37-41 


[Article by Kaldon G. Nweihed*] 


[Text] It has been about 20 years since we have experienced 

a colonial crisis: a complete political, emotional, military, 
diplomatic, legal, economic, and universal crisis. A crisis 
based on the principle of a reassertion of a claim to a colo- 
nized territory--or the elimination of any symbol of colonial- 
ism--a confrontation between the David of the oppressed and 
the Goliath of the usurpers. A crisis that defines new boun- 
daries between cultures and blocs, ideologies and political 
forces, pacts and alliances. A crisis that may give rise to a 
necessary reordering of international relations. 


It is hard to imagine that a remote archipelago, isolated in 

the cold waters of the southern ocean with two even colder, 

more remote and inhospitable dependencies, could become a 
historic marker dividing one era from another, into pre-Malvinas 
and post-Malvinas eras, as if it were a sort of Rubicon. It 

is not possible to grasp immediately the impact of Argentina's 

2 April action on the course of world history. Perhaps even 

the protagonists, the British, Argentines, and North Americans, 
have not yet reflected in philosophical terms on this event, 
within the clear context of international affairs. 





* Mr Nweihed holds a doctorate in political science and 
international relations; he is a professor in the social 
sciences department at the Simon Bolivar University, and 
a consultant for INTECMAR [Marine Sciences and Technology 
Institute]. He is a corresponding member in Venezuela 
of the Argentine International Law Association, and general 
coordinator of the ILACDEMAR [Latin American and Caribbean 
Institute on the Law of the Sea], which is based in Mexico. 











Let's leave to one side the day-to-day course of the conflict. 
Writing this just before the foreign ministers meeting and short- 
ly after the first shots were fired on Grytviken, the gloomy port 
on South Georgia Island, we don't have the slightest idea what 
may have happened by the time RESUMEN reaches our readers. War? 
Diplomacy? Suspense? Negotiated settlement? Who knows? What 
we do know is that the events of the immediate future--during 
these precious hours in which war and diplomacy interact in 

great crises--will not be able to alter the general content of 
what we wish to say. It is possible, of course, that events 

may moderate or exacerbate our comments--a matter of quantity-- 
but in no way can they reverse the meaning and the qualitative 
essence of what we are about to say. We shall see why Argentina's 
actions on 2 April 1982 have made this date one of history's 
memorable dates. 


Residual Colonialism 


While it is true that for about 20 years we have not experienced 
a colonial crisis reminiscent of the Suez crisis, Western Irian, 
the Portuguese colonies in India, or Bizerte, colonialism in it- 
self has not been--and is still not--totally destroyed. Here 

we are talking about real colonialism, not about neocolonialism, 
which is something quite different. We are bringing up these 
crises of the 1950s and early 1960s because they share one fea- 
ture that is typical of the Argentine case: these crises began 
not as an attempt to win the independence of an entire colonized 
people, but to reassert a claim to a portion of a territory, in 
which a remnant of bygone days hung on. This is residual colon- 
ialisin. The same is true with the Malvinas. These Argentine 
islands were part of the Plata River territory at the time of 
independence, but were later seized by the colonizer through an 
illegal act of occupation. If we were to tell the complete 
history of colonialism during the postwar years, we could not 
say that the last 20 years have been free from bloody struggles 
or a time of peaceful evolution toward decolonization, simply 
because the process of decolonization has not yet ended. From 
Africa--shaken by the Algerian revolution and inflamed by the 
Suez crisis--the decolonizing wave spread peacefully to the 
Caribbean and to the archipelagos of the Pacific, ended the 
Vietnam War, and returned to Africa, driving out the archaic 
Portuguese regime. 


Nonetheless, all historic processes tend to leave atypical 
vestiges. About 3 or 4 centuries ago, there began to arise in 
West Europe the slow process of the formation of national groups 
in peninsular, insular, or river basin settlements, shaped by 

a common language (and also by race and culture, as Mancini 





would say), which has never given such splended examples of 
solidarity as now when they are all playing the British game 
and have turned their backs to the Argentine nation, whose 
generous land feeds their hungry masses in both wartime and 
peacetime. Nonetheless, the European process which was to cre- 
ate independent nations such as France, England, Italy, Spain, 
Portugal, Holland, Germany, and the Scandinavian countries, 
passed over a few tiny pockets which, for one reason or another, 
escaped the clutches of the central unifying powers. Examples 
of these are Luxembourg, Liechtenstein, San Marino, Monaco, 

and Andorra. In the beginning they were simply tolerated, and 
then the larger powers learned to use them: for bank accounts, 
stamps, tourism, folklore. 


The process of decolonization has apparently also left behind 
some isolated, picturesque pockets. The island of Mayotte did 
not want to join with the rest of the Comoro Islands, which 
have been sovereign since 1975, and remains with France. The 
Cayman Islands, a British colony in the middle of the Carib- 
bean, with economic rights to more extensive waters than those 
of some Central American republics, once asked Canada to adopt 
them, but Ottawa replied: "No, thanks." San Maarten (or St 
Martin) does not seem displeased with its status as a divided 
colony: half French, half Dutch. So there are some small rem- 
nants left in the Caribbean, and others in Polynesia and in 
the vast oceans of the world. But these are inoffensive resi- 
dues of a past that the present tolerates because it wants to, 
not because it is forced to. The Peoples Republic of China 
tolerates Hong Kong and Macao because it has the power to take 
them over whenever it wants to. For the time being, they are 
useful, and Peking knows this. In the same way, here in the 
Americas, France maintains a white, Malvinas-type colony in the 
immediate vicinity of the Canadian province of Newfoundland. 
And Canada doesn't seem to mind, in effect saying: "Let them 
keep on fishing." 


The presence in the Caribbean of the colonial powers--Great 
Britain, France, the Netherlands, and even the United States-- 
is not exempt from the historic mandates of decolonization. 

The fact that the four flags of the liberal Atlantic democra- 
cies still fly there (all, strangely enough, have the same three 
colors arranged in different patterns) doesn't mean that they 
will fly there forever. France considers its two main islands 
"departments" of its continental territory. But this legal 
fiction will remain valid only so long as certain variables 
make it possible, and the situation could change if these vari- 
ables were to change in any substantial way. The Netherlands 
has wisely granted local government to its six Antilles, but 








it wants to keep them together, within the Dutch orbit, and 
Aruba says it is willing to remain with Holland, but it wants 
to remain alone. Great Britain, the source of the uproar in 
the Malvinas, seems the most inclined to let its’ Caribbean 
islands go. The United States knows that Puerto Rico costs it 
a great deal in return for its position in the Caribbean. The 
independence of the Spanish-speaking Antilles is of concern 
not only to Latin America, but also to the entire Non-Aligned 
Movement. 


The Malvinas Colonized a la Scandinavia 


The Malvinas Islands seemed to have another destiny in the 
colonialist-imperialist schema of Great Britain, which is now 
being openly backed by the Western community. By manipulating 
psychological rather than legal factors, such as calling them 
the Falklands {rather than the Malvinas], and emphasizing the 
Anglo-Scotch ethnic and cultural origin of their 1,800 inhabi- 
tants, and by associating with them even more remote possessions 
such as South Georgia and the Sandwich Islands in order to 
"Oceanize" them, the astute British believed they could exhibit 
them in the eyes of the world as the southern counterpart of a 
type of rocky and inhospitable archipelago populated by only a 
few fishermen and shepherds, similar to the Orkney and Shetland 
Islands in the Norwegian Sea north of Scotland. But even the 
jdea did not originate with them. It was the Scandinavians-- 
the Norwegians to be specific--who conceived this image of a 
"bipolar amalgam" made up of the glacial regions of the far 
north and far south of our planet. While West Europe moved out 
into the world, dividing it up right and left, the Scandinavians 
were too marginal to maintain large, active colonies. Denmark 
withdrew, selling the Virgin Islands to the United States in 
1917; Sweden left Delaware jn the 17th century, and was unable 
to maintain its free port settlement in the Franco-Caribbean 
island of St-Barthelemy, which to this day still remembers the 
Swedes with the name of its tiny capital, Gustave. The Danes 
concentrated on Iceland and Greenland; the Norwegians went to 
the South Pole. Amundsen and four of his compatriots were the 
first to reach Antarctica in 1911. Norway has some claims on 
Antarctica and to date still holds the solitary islands of 
Bouvet and San Pedro in the oceanic waters of Antarctica. Bouvet 
could have been a fourth British station, located on the same 
geographic parallel going from the Malvinas to South Georgia 
and then to South Sandwich. France also has some solitary 
islands in that ocean of jce and storms: Kerguelen, St-Paul, 
and Crozet. 











The British strategists have worked hard to paint the Malvinas 
as another archipelago of the same sort: a territory that was 
originally uninhabited and discovered by a navigator from the 
north who brought it into the Western world by means of the 
"bipolar amalgam" formula uniting the two extremes of the world 
under the protection of the maritime endeavors of northern 
Europe--the Scandinavians, Normans, Viking and Teutonic peoples, 
as distinct from the maritime endeavors of Western Europe, con- 
ducted by the Latin and Catholic Iberians. As their only major 
colony, the Scandinavians had the ocean itself and its polar 
extremes: a white world, both ethnically and in terms of cli- 
mate, and the English, like the French in their Norman and non- 
Mediterranean version, had access to this world. This would 
explain--at least according to the Anglo-Saxon and Western per- 
ception--the special category of the Malvinas Islands. Note 
that the ends of the Third World are Europeanized islands and 
peninsulas in the maritime and colonialist sense of the word: 
Australia, a sort of insular appendage of Asia, is a white, 
English, and western continent; South Africa is a white, racist, 
and fascist piece of the continent, speaking Afrikaans (Dutch) 
or English, and claiming to be western. And our beloved Argen- 
tina and Chile--fraternal nations in Latin America--located at 
the end of the continent, were filled with Europeans, were popu- 
lated by whites and acted--not without some degree of vacilla- 
tion for some time during the bonanza of exports--as if they were 
more northern than southern. And in the meantime, Great Britain 
continued its occupation of the Malvinas Islands as if they 

were the extreme limit of its oceanic Antarctic possessions, 

and not a piece of Argentine and Latin American territory in the 
Hispanic tradition. 


The Malvinas , Guyana, and Belize 


That is the difference between the Malvinas and the other 
British territories on the South American continent, including 
Belize and Guyana. In the Caribbean tnere came about a new so- 
cial process, a reflection ethnically and culturally of the 
Third World. The islands moved along toward independence with- 
out additional problems, thanks to their insular autonomy, but 
both of the two continental territories have border disputes 
with their Spanish-speaking neighbors from whose original ter- 
ritory they were created: Venezuela and Guatemala. For England, 
the Falkland archipelago has been a sort of southern Viking- 
style colony, taken away from an independent Argentina with the 
consent of the United States just 10 years after the issuance 

of the Monroe Doctrine, without Washington showing the slightest 
desire to lay claim to it as an American territory belonging to 
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the Argentine Republic. The Malvinas Islands entered into the 
colonial code of the Anglo-Saxons-~something which their off- 
spring on this side of the Atlantic understood perfectly well-- 
as a white possession without "natives," open to permanent colo- 
nization by civilians, administered under British laws, and in 
the final instance, only eligible for independence as another 
truly English former colony, as if it were a southern Newfound- 
land that had decided not to form part of the closest continen- 
tal territory, as was the case with the colonial administration 
of Newfoundland with respect to Canada until 1949. Furthermore, 
Canada itself is a huge offspring of Great Britain; the Malvinas 
and their dependencies, in the final instance, would have formed 
another, tiny offspring in the opposite extreme of the hemis- 
phere. But on 2 April 1982 Argentina refused to allow that to 
happen. 


In our report, "Return of the Malvinas ," published in RESUMEN 
(issue no 441, 18 April 82), we pointed out another basic dif- 
ference between the case of the Malvinas and the situation of 
Belize and Guyana: the absence of any sort of agreements be- 
tween Argentina and the United Kingdom. Again, this was due to 
the protection of the sea. Great Britain concluded its treaty 
with Guatemala in 1859 and agreed to arbitration with Venezuela 
in 1897 because it had to set territorial limits on land. Of 
course, it wanted to take as much territory as possible, and 
did so, but there was no agreement to leave the coasts open. 
But with Argentina there were no limits to be set. For Great 
Britain, we repeat, the Malvinas were not to be an insular 
territory taken away from a young, friendly South American na- 
tion, but rather an archipelago without an owner in Coleridge's 
southern ocean, which would serve, in due course, to strengthen 
British dominion over other territories: South Georgia and 
Sandwich, and also to provide a permanent base close to the 
Antarctic. 


What happened is that this subjective, imperialistic, and 
accommodating view of the "British" origin of the Malvinas 

was designed to be accepted by the imperialists colonialists, 
and all those who--no matter how much they profess their love 
of liberty and democracy--are still colonialists at heart, and 
this was made apparent by the Malvinas crisis. 


Argentina in the Post—Malvinas Era 
So many facades have been removed by this crisis that it will 


not be possible to know who was who for a good many years into 
the future. For now, we agree that in Europe there is no talk 
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of the Malvinas , that in the Middle East what matters is the 
return of the Sinai and the tensions in Lebanon, and that in 
Southeast Asia people are doing nothing but turning toward Japan 
with open arms, trying to get cameras, transistors, and televi- 
sion sets. 


Great Britain has already carried out its attack against the 
South Georgia Islands. Already the fleet of perfidious Albion 
has washed away the stain on its honor made by a country that 
dared compete for its territory. But at what price? We aren't 
going to repeat the day-to-day alternatives that the observer 
can see. Let us speak instead of the calm that will one day 
follow the storm. 


Argentina, a sophisticated, urbane, industrial, Christian, and 
Western Latin American nation, has little in common with Zaire, 
Malaysia, and South Yemen. Argentina, a member of the Non- 
Aligned, a member of the Latin American Economic System, the 
bearer of San Martin's liberating revolution throughout much 

of the continent, has little in common with the world and times 
of those who created the dark facade of colonialist capitalism 
at the expense of the blacks, yellow and dark-skinned peoples 

of the world. Argentina, the nation that gave the Americas and 
the world the teachings of Sarmiento, the pioneering vision of 
Roca, the jurisprudence of Drago, the science of Houssay, the 
dreams of the Storni, and the wings of Newberry, moved to retake 
the Malvinas under a military and authoritarian government. 

The alert reader may well wonder why the aviator Jorge Newberry 
was included in this short list. I say to the reader that it 

is because the tragedy of that pioneer in Argentine aviation, 
whose name was given to the Buenos Aires airport, sym_olizes 

the destiny of his extraordinary country. Argentina, like 
Newberry, took off one day: Argentina from underdevelopment, and 
Newberry from the airport. Neither of them completed the flight. 
And neither knew why. Argentina returned to political and eco- 
nomic situations which it had already moved beyond. Argentina 
turned backward. 


Suddenly the internal crisis erupted into the international 
arena. By some strange arts, the fratricidal conflicts were 
glossed over, and the political opponents who just yesterday 
were protesting in the Plaza de Mayo mingled with the military, 
workers, and students in a sea of banners. If the explosion had 
taken place on the border of a fraternal country--let's Say, 
Chile--the junta's action would have remained within the strict 
framework of a military operation, and Latin America would 

have demanded the immediate cessation of hostilities on both 
sides. Some observers would be siding with Galtieri, and others 
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with Pinochet, but the majcrity would be in favor of neither 
one, but instead in favor of peace and harmony, and of the demo- 
cratization of both governments. But the Argentine Government 
wisely chose the right border, because its opponent there is 
despised and absurd colonialism, the product of aggression and 
force, the child of the ignorance of pro-slavery capitalism. 

If such behavior could be justified by the arms and ships pro- 
duced during the industrial revolution, and made possible by 
the sweat, tears, and resources of the defenseless peoples of 
Asia, Africa, and Latin America in days long past, now, at this 
point in the 20th century, such behavior is disgraceful, for it 
is in contradiction with the principles of human coexistence, 
with the United Nations Charter, and with the irreversible 
course of history. 


The Americas in the Post-Malvinas Era 


No matter what may happen in the present situation, Argentina 
has opened Latin America's eyes to an incredible reality. The 
country most similar to Europe, the most Western, under a mili- 
tary regime that just a short while ago Claimed to be eager to 
send advisers to the Salvadoran Government, was able to turn 
around and sound the call for a national reassertion of sovereign- 
ty which, through the actions of men like Bolivar and San Martin, 
like Morazan and Marti, could never be defined on this conti- 
nent as purely national, limited just to the one country direct- 
ly involved. Because in Latin America, such an action is Latin 
American and continental in scope; it is the absolute realiza- 
tion of the most profound aspirations of a shared culture. Such 
an action is Venezuelan as well as Argentine; the retaking of 

the Malvinas is Peruvian, Panamanian, and Colombian. It he- 
longs to all without exception, even though it might be hard for 
the present liberal government in Colombia, which finds it hard 
to see the forest for the trees. 


The United States may talk about the TIAR [Inter-American 
Reciprocal Assistance Treaty: Rio Treaty] until it is tired of 
talking, and it may even demonstrate, from its point of view, 
that it is inapplicable in the present situation. That does 
not matter in terms of historic trends. What matters is the 
conviction of the peoples of Latin America, from the Rio Grande 
to Patagonia, including the Latins living in the United States, 
that, in the end, "the north 1s a delusion." Now we have proof 
of what the specialists already knew, of what the leftists had 
been criticizing, and what the people felt intuitively but were 
unable to put into words: the inter-American system can not 
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continue to be used as a shield to protect the position and 
hegemony of the United States. The attitude of the Reagan ad- 
ministration has been the opposite of what a visionary adminis- 
tration would have done. In 1956 the Eisenhower administration 
voted against its allies, Great Britain and France, and against 
Israel, because it understood that at that time history was on 
the side of Nasser, no matter what his economic problems, his 
political style, his neutralist position, or anything else; and 
in so doing, the Middle East and its oil were saved for the 
Western cause. 


A heavy price had to be paid for the diplomatic triumph following 
the military defeat of the charismatic Egyptian leader, but the 
Middle East was saved for better days, in the North American 
view. Reagan and Haig are doing exactly the opposite. Their 
position against Argentina, disguised as a mediating mission. 
may Signal the end of the present inter-American system, which 
could be replaced, since it didn't work to halt the armed ag- 
gression of the most avid colonial power on the earth, by a 
Latin American system: either the SELA [Latin American Economic 
System] converted into the SEPLA [Latin American Economic and 
Political System], or as proposed by Ernesto Sabato, a Latin 
American Confederation. The penetration of the British fleet 
into waters of an allied country covered by the TIAR should 
demonstrate, once and for all, the strengths and weaknesses 

of a system which has worked like an umbrella to protect the 
giant from the rain when he feels the need for protection, but 
not the giant's little neighbors when the same rain falls on 
them. On 25 April the Monroe Doctrine finally died. The new 
situation lends support to the position of Cuba and Nicaragua, 
not to mention the new nation of Grenada, which seized this 
historic moment and came to the side of Argentina. What will 
General Haig do now to make the TIAR applicable to Cuba, Nicara- 
gua, and Grenada? 


The Soviet Union, an excellent customer of Argentina, with the 
Falklands found the opportunity it had been looking for since 
World War II, especially when its Cuban experiment made it hard- 
er for the USSR to get through the customs barriers of Latin 
America. Most of these are designed to accommodate the strate- 
gic interests of the United States, in a more or less disguised 
fashion. When a rightist government like the one in Buenos 
Aires is forced to act to facilitate the Soviet presence in a 
political conflict of ‘his caliber, that will speak far more 
clearly than any words or comments could. 
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The Third World 


Never in many years has any administration in Washington worked 
with such clumsiness and ignorance of the sociological, psy- 
chological, and even diplomatic environment with which its 
brilliant computers keep it in close touch. Not even during 
the crisis of the Shah which led to the Islamic revolution. A 
Latin American confederation, no matter how weak and ineffec- 
tive it may be in terms of decision-making--and in the beginning 
it can not be otherwise--will immediately have an impact on 
Africa and will help to convert the Organization of African 
Unity, in fact if not in name, into another such confederation. 
The Asians of the Indo-Pacific have not yet recovered from the 
trauma of Vietnam, and they will not be able to act in uni- 
son, so long as the virtual Sino-Soviet rupture persists. 

But in light of the international panorama focussing on the 
resurgence of an Atlantic industrialized bloc, which the Falk- 
lands issue has stimulated in order to throw off this colonial 
archetype, aS Jungian analysis would put it, the world may come 
to hear the voice of Sartre speaking to Fanon: "Natives of 

the world, unite!" This ideological servility which the great 
superpower placidly professes for its English mother country, 
guickly forgetting England's sins in its visceral anti-Soviet 
reaction, is not a new phenomenon. During the Roman Empire, 
Rome continued to profess. a mystical respect for the Greek uni- 
verse, and absorbed and Romanized its value system. Now the 
signs of a possible Sino-Soviet rapprochement are in sight, as 
in the 1950s, thanks to the ideas of people such as Reagan, 
Haig, and Kirkpatrick. 


The Third World, which they said could be allowed to suffer 

as a valid alternative to any political action in the world's 
bipolar system, soon found a new cause. The young people of 
Zaire and the Ivory Coast--countries which voted against Argen- 
tina at the Security Council meeting--the workers of Calcutta 
and Manila, the students of Cairo and Rabat, are all now ques- 
tioning the validity of these neocolonialist designs based on 
the assumption of political independence combined with economic, 
technological, and cultural dependence. Latin America--the old- 
est of the three southern continents--has put up with this 
contradiction for over 150 years, and now it is the Latin Ameri- 
can country which is most closely identified culturally with 

the old Europe that has stood up to denounce a colonialist abuse 
that goes back to the very time when this contradiction was 
born. 








The reaction of some Third World countries in the Security 
Council was caused by their initial surprise at this unexpec- 
ted action taken by a member of the Non-Aligned which in recent 
years had been having its own internal difficulties and which, 
for obvious reasons, could not keep all the world abreast of 

its intentions to reclaim its territory. Now, little by little, 
there will come an inevitable reconsideration on the part of 

the Non-Aligned and with it their support for the Argentine na- 
tion, which has been harmed physically and morally by a colonial 
power which has not respected any part of the Third World in 

its haughty voyages throughout the world's seas. 


History can not turn backwards. This is the time when a Latin 
American consciousness is being born in this continent, and a 
Third World consciousness throughout the three southern conti- 
nents. 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


PARTICIPATION OF PERUVIAN FLEET IN FALKLANDS CRISIS 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 24 Apr 82 p A-3 


[Article by Augusto Montesinos Hurtado] 


[Text] Lima, 23 April-- The nine Peruvian submarines stationed 
at the Callao naval base will not be able to take part in a pos-~ 
sible naval battle in the South Atlantic when the British fleet 
reaches the Malvinas area.- | 


Peru will not be able to send its powerful naval forces to the 
Malvinas. This fleet consists of nine submarines, both U.&. 
and German-made, three cruisers, seven destroyers, two missile- 
launching frigates, four high-speed missile-launching frigates, 
and other smaller ships. 


First of all, there is not enough time for the fleet to be 
mobilized and:move to the theater of operations. Secondly, 

it would have to request permission from Chile to pass through 
its territorial waters, and thirdly, now, more than ever before, 
Peru needs to protect its own coasts. 


The present time is too sensitive for the Peruvian Navy's 
submarines and ships to be sent to the South Atlantic. 


However, it will be able to send half of its powerful air force, 
the largest in Latin America after Cuba's. 


Peru's air force consists of 115 units, including the powerful 
Sukhoi SU 22 fighter bombers. This is a new generation of 
swing-wing planes, which fold back their wings upon reaching 
high speeds. 


Peru has 32 units of this sophisticated aircraft, along with 
the French Mirage, a squadron of supersonic aircraft consist- 
ing of at least 67 units. Peru has denied that there are now 
any Peruvian aircraft in the Malvinas area. 
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Peru will assist Argentina with its powerful air support, if 

the conference of foreign ministers meeting in Washington on 
Monday in a special OAS assembly decides to apply the terms of 
the TIAR [Inter-American Reciprocal Assistance Treaty] signed in 
Rio de Janeiro in 1947. 


This is a difficult time for Peru, especially when it sees the 
lack of enthusiasm which its neighbor to the south shows for 
helping Argentina. The Chilean foreign minister has delegated 
his duties to his ambassador to the OAS, Pedro Daza. This is 
not a good sign, and does not encourage a feeling of tranquility 
in Peru. 


The unusual shape which the conflict over the Beagle Channel 
is taking at this time is a factor causing thoughtfulness and 
even greater concern. Even the cabinet change, which is now 
dominated by the military, is one more irritant in this issue. 
There are fears of a war that could disrupt all the geopoliti- 
cal arrangements in the area; all these are matters for study 
and concern. 


Commentary on the conflict between Great Britain and Argentina 
is on the front pages of the newspapers, and is a lead story 
in radio and television news. At every meeting considering 
the possibilities of what Chile may be doing, the Malvinas 
issue is discussed. 
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[Text] 





COUNTRY 





OnCTLON 


CASTRIES, St. Lucia, 
Friday, (CANA) — St. Lucia 
has cabled the Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) 
Secretariat in Georgetown, 
seeking clarification of an 
unofficial report that Guyana 
is planning to host a 
CARICOM Heads of Govern- 
ment caucus in the vast 
Essequibo region claimed by 
its neighbour Venezuela. 

The cable stated: ‘‘St. Lucia 
is of the view that the presence 
of Heads of Government in the 
disputed area of Guyana may 
be construed as a show of 
political force, rather than a 
demonstration on the part of 
all CARICOM governments to 
assist in the resolution of the 
Guyana-Venezuela dispute 
through the machinery of 
diplomacy.” 


It added that further, 
‘International attention may 
be focused on the location 
rather than on the real in- 
tention of the meeting, and our 
objectives and aspirations 
misconstrued.” 


The St. Lucia government 
urged that ‘nothing be done 
that could compromise the 
success of the meeting or 
prejudice attendance by some 
regional governments. ° 

The query from St. Lucia 
comes in the wake of doubts 


CSO: 3025/327 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


ef LUCIA SEEKS CLARIFICATION ON CARICOM SUMMIT X VENUE 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 5 Jun 82 pl 


raised by Dominica and 
Barbados as to whether there 
was a consensus among the 
CARICOM leaders to have the 
summit in the South American 
co-operative republic. 


Recent ress reports 
suggested there had been 
agreement on Guyana as 
venue for the conference. 

Guyana has been pushing 
ahead to host a conference 
between July 21 and 23. 


But the CARICOM 
Secretariat said it had not 
been informed when the 
summit would be held. 

A Foreign Ministry 
spokesman here said that St. 
Lucia was seeking 
clarification because it is 
concerned that if the meeting 
is really planned in the 
disputed area, some 
CARICOM member 
territories may not attend and 
ithe objectives of the meeting 
may be misconstrued. 


The Heads of Government of 
the 12-nation community have 
not met since 1975. CARICOM 
Foreign Ministers, who met in 
Belize last March and April, 
supported Guyana in its 
dispute with Venezuela. 


Venezuela has a long- 
standing claim tofive-eighths 
of Guyana. 





COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


CANADA-CUBA COMMERCE DISCUSSIONS--Two Canadian trade missions opened talks 
yesterday with Cuban foreign trade er “erprises in order to promote sales to 
our country. One of the missions consists of representatives of Quebec com- 
mercial firms and the other represents Food Services Equipment. Both missions 
were welcomed yesterday by Antonio Villaverde, secretary general of the Cuban 
Chamber of Commerce. In the afternoon, they received visits at Hotel Habana 
Libre from Cuban foreign trade enterprises. The president of the Chamber of 
Commerce gave them a cocktail party last night in the protocol room of Hotel 
Capri. The trade exchange between Cuba and Canada is more or less balanced. 
According to the Statistical Yearbook, the trade between the two countries rose 
to 227 million pesos in 1980.. Trade with Canada is one of the largest trade 
exchanges between Cuba and capitalist countries. [By Jose M. Norniella] [Text] 
[Havana GRANMA in Spanish 25 May 82 p 3] 7717 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


FIGURES SHOW CONTINUOUS DROP OF GDP SINCE EARLY 1981 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 8 Jun 82 p 11 


(Text |] The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) fell once again during the first quar- 
ter otf this year, by 5.7 percent with relation to the same quarter of last 
year, when it had fallen 1.0 percent below the first quarter of 1980. In that 
quarter the GDP had risen a mere 2.1 percent over the same period of 1979. 
These tigures reflect the gloomy picture in the Argentine economy. It is so 
bad that last year's GDP figure is lower than that of a decade eariier. 


The drop recorded in the first quarter of the year is the fifth in a row. In 
short, the GDP has fallen steadily since the beginning of last year, in the 
following sequence: 


1980 1981 1982 


Ist Quarter y ae ty A - 1.0% - 5.7% 
2nd Quarter -2.0% - 2.6% 
3rd Quarter 2.1% ~11.4% 
4th Quarter 1.9% -10.7% 


The immediate prospects cannot be optimistic. As the minister of economics 
explained a few days ago, the war has necessitated the sacrifice of private 
expenditures and investments, which had to be diverted to military purposes, 
and arms purchases are mostly made abroad. Local industry, however, will see 
very little increase in orders for military supplies from foreign markets. 
fhe acquisition of military equipment abroad will be felt in the external 
sector, which is already strapped by a heavy debt and its virtual inability 
to obtain new credit. As is well known, in this area the loans that fall due 
are merely renewed tor short terms. Therefore, the reactivation of the 
economy will apparently have to wait until the war in the Malvinas ends. 


Vicissitudes of an Argentine Industrialist 


"Those who believed in Martinez de Hoz and refitted their plants, contracting 
debts in the process, are now almost all broke. On the other hand, those who 
had no faith in him and did not buy a single screw, thereby avoiding debts, 
today at least are still alive,'' the executive director of a major metallurgi- 
cal firm told us a few days ago. 
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Showthny us the graph plotting the development of the Gross Industrial Product 
(which we are reproducing along with the data for the first quarter of the 
year), the industrialist told us: 


"The man who believed in Martinez de Hoz and refitted his plant in 1976 was 
very happy in 1977 when the curve of the Gross Industrial Product rose stead- 
ily, reaching a growth rate of about 20 percent by the third quarter of that 
year. Of course the price "truce'' cut into his profits, but that didn't 
matter. The man was optimistic; his distributors bought more and better, not 
to sell but to stockpile. Thus, when the "'truce'' ended his sales began to 
plunge rapidly, about 35 percent in just two quarters. Of course, merchants 
were selling their stocks at elevated prices and were keeping sales to a 
minimum, because at that time rates were going up dramatically, when the 
Banco del Chaco reached the then scandalous figure of 140 percent. 


"In sum, in 1978 the recession bottomed out and things were’ improving, 
although very, very slowly," our informer went on. "The high interest rates 
began to do more than just annoy our industrialist. But the reactivation 
accelerated at the end of that year, and sales rose by more than 20 percent 
in the first two quarters of 1979. Our man regained his optimism, and bragged 
about how well off he was with his new equipment, which allowed him to take 
full advantage of the new boom. At that time, he even decided to undertake a 
new expansion, making use of a dollar loan granted by the National Development 
Bank (BANADE)."' 


Imports Competition 


"But this second euphoria was to be short-lived,'' our retentive informant 
continued, still referring to the same industrialist. "In the second half of 
1979 competition from imports began to be felt. Our friend was concerned, but 
he kept his hopes up. He told us that thanks to his new equipment he could 
compete on an equal footing with the foreign competition. For the first 
months of 1980 his sales stayed at relatively satisfactory levels, with 
profits just above the break-even level. But the diabolical graph and its 
devastating results made themselves known by the middle of the year. Sales 
plummeted alarmingly, despite the new equipment, sophisticated packaging and 
marketing systems. High interest rates drove the profits figures into the 
red. The devaluations of 1981 turther aggravated the situation. His dollar 
debts overwhelmed him, although with luck he managed to obtain some exchange 
insurance. The domestic market continued to sag, as importers liquidated 
their inventories at below replacement costs. He tried to export, but it was 
very difticult to organize sales abroad. The price was right but the orders 
were enormous, beyond his capacity. And our man was not sure the exchange 
rate would remain high." 


"And now?'' we ask. We get in response a gesture of the right hand, slashing 
the air horizontally, meaning: "He's broke." 


Foreign Trade 


The report by the Ministry of Economics shows more optimistic figures than 
the sad fate of our industrialist would indicate. In the first quarter, 
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exports supposedly grew by 16.4 percent over the same period of 1981, while 
imports were reported to have dropped an impressive 51 percent, undoubtedly 
as a result of the digestion of inventories and the reduction of purchasing 
capacity. The figures given in the chart released by the government a few 
days earlier, which we are reproducing, are lower, especially for exports. 
They are reported to have grown by only 9.2 percent during the quarter in 
question. At any rate, they do indicate a surplus in the balance of trade 
which, if not for the consequences of the war, would have made it possible to 
claim that to a certain extent foreign restrictions had been overcome and the 
economy could recover gradually. 


Argentine Foreign Trade 
(in millions of dollars) 


1981 1982 
Exports Imports Balance Exports Imports Balance 
January 609 871 -262 January 660 525 +135 
February 652 742 - 90 February 760 420 +340 
March 730 1001 -271 March 755 515 +240 
April 836 990 -~154 April 890 490 +400 
4 months 2827 3604 -777 4 months 3065 1950 +1115 


Source: National Statistics and Census Institute (INDEC). Data provisional 
for 1982, computed up to 24 May. 


Gross Industrial Product 
Changes with Respect to Same Period of Prior Year 





ele 
— »” 


- J 
_ —- 
| 


Teueeuurseueum 








Lil 
1 m 5 i 1 on 
1 vin vee w t 
1979 1978 1e7¢ 1990 198) tea? 





8926 
CSO: 3010/1714 


23 








COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


INTA OFFICIAL DISCUSSES EXPORT GOALS, NEW MARKETS 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 25 May 82 p 9 


[Text] Cordoba--The president of the National Institute of Agricultural and 
Livestock Technology (INTA), Enrique Gobbee, announced the launching of a 
National Wheat Campaign, to begin next 5 June at Marcos Juarez. 


The official made statements at the end of a meeting with Governor Ruben Pel- 
landa, whom he invited to participate in the opening ceremony. Also present. 
will be authorities and producers from the wheat-producing provinces of the 
whole country. 


Gobbee pointed out that the goal is to attain a production level of approxi- 
mately 11 million tons of wheat, so that a hefty surplus will be available 
for export. 'We consume 5 million tons, so we could export up to 6 million," 
he emphasized. 


"There is no reason to fear for our ability to sell our agricultural products 
abroad, because in food we are like the Japanese in electronics," said Gobbee. 


He asserted that our exports are easily sold, and mentioned Brazil, Peru, 
Paraguay, Bolivia and Mexico as ''the Latin American countries that could ab- 
sorb our export capacity. In addition, there is the agreement we signed with 
Iran to sell 1 million tons a year." 


$10 Billion 


The head of INTA indicated that if at present agriculture contributes some $7 
billion through exports, compared to $1.5 billion 5 years ago, "I think we 
can manage to sell those products for $10 billion, and we need to do so." 


He also stated that the organization he runs "is preparing to participate in 
this boom in production. We have begun a campaign in this regard, which 
involves the selection of varieties, the curing of seeds, advice on planting 
dates, treatment of diseases and other aspects of crop management." 


He added that ''we produce at low prices internationally, and if wheat costs 
$150 on the world market, it is a matter of selling it for $140, so we can 
easily displace the traditional exporters." 


Finally, he stated that the campaign "will be launched during the peak of the 
grain season," and will be supported by rural organizations such as the 
Argentine Agrarian Federation and Argentine Rural Confederations. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


NEED TO IMPORT FARM SUBSIDIARY PRODUCTS UNDERSCORED 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 16 May 82 p 2 


[Text] The possibility of increasing agricultural production was studied by 
the Secretariat of Trade and the Undersecretariat of Agriculture late today, 
according to spokesmen for the latter. 


The normal supply of inputs for the upcoming planting season, the situation 
of the withholding tax that must be paid by agricultural exporters, and the 
need to speed up the shipments of surpluses for export, were reportedly on 
the agenda. 


Secretary of Trade Alberto de las Carreras explained some alternatives that 
had been analyzed during his presentation this morning at the Command of the 
Chief of the Navy, added the informants. 


Among the alternatives was the announcement to agricultural producers who are 
now paying an emergency tax resulting from the war, that they will not have 
to pay it during the upcoming 1982-1983 harvest, the wheat harvest. 


Another alternative was requested in particular by the National Institute of 
Agricultural and Livestock Technology (INTA), whose president, Enrique Gobbee, 
explained the problems that are impeding the normal supply of fertilizers. 


Most of the herbicides and fertilizers used in Argentina are imported, but 
these imports are now restricted by the Secretariat of Trade and the Central 
Bank aS a means to prevent the outflow of foreign reserves in view of the 
country's situation. 


After a series of consultations between De las Carreras and the head of the 
Central Bank, Egidio lannella, it was reportedly agreed that considering the 
present surplus in foreign reserves (so far this month they have grown by 
$250 million), priority would be given to the importation of these inputs, as 
well as those needed by basic industries, as long as they do not exceed 
normal volumes, to avoid any speculation through unnecessary stockpiling. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BAHAMAS 


BRIEFS 


HOTEL CLOSURES--Two major tourist resorts in the Governor's Harbour and Rock 
Sound constituencies closed this week leaving hundreds of Eleutherans unem- 
rloyed. Cape Eleuthera and Winding Bay Club, having suffered from the fall- 
off in tourist arrivals, closed for an indefinite period, The Tribune was re~- 
liably informed. And, on Sunday, the famous Windermere Island Club is to 
close for the summer. In North Eleuthera, the Current Club opened for a short 
time, but could get only a few guests. It closed again. Conditions are so 
bad for those whose living depends on the tourist industry that one taxi driv- 
er said he has not had a fare since last Sunday. Other workers are moving to 
New Providence and Grand Bahama in search of work. So far nothing has been 
said by the Hotel Catering and Allied Workers Union as to the economic fate 

of its members at Cape Eleuthera. [Excerpt] [Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 

29 May 82 ppl, 11) 


ELEUTHERA--Prime Minister Pindling last Friday dubbed Eleuthera the "Garden 
Capital of the Bahamas" as he opened a packing house on the northern part of 
the island. Mr Pindling said Eleuthera earned the title because it was the 
leading producer of bananas, oranges, tangerines, onions, pineapples, water- 
melons and celery. Total purchases by the packing houses from farmers in Eleu- 
thera were more than $392,000 in 1979, $485,250 in 1980 and $771,018 in 1981, 
Mr Pindling said. Sale of produce for the first four months of 1982 was 
$373,835--which approximates the total for the whole of 1979, he said. "I 
would like you to know that when you produce and market your vegetables and 
fruits, you help not only yourselves but the nation as a whole. The more you 
produce the less we have to import and the less we import the better will be 
our balance of payments position," Mr Pindling said. He said equipment in- 
cluding grading facilities had been ordered for the packing house at a cost of 
about $105,000. Mr Pindling urged the farmers to make maximum use of the 
facility. [Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 28 May 82 p 2B) 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


TOURISM CONTINUES IN SLUMP, DOWN 23.8 PERCENT SO FAR IN 1982 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 4 Jun 82 p l 


[Text] 


Tourism slumped 23.8 
percent in the first four 
months of this year, continu- 
ing a declining trend that 
began with the devastating 
spring labour dispute. 


And_ figures released by 
the Department of Tourism 
vesterday showed that tour- 
ist’ figures for April were 
down 12,752 from the same 
month last year, which itself 
was down from April in 1980 

- Bermuda's last boom year 
when a record 609,556 tour- 
ists came to the Island. 


In all, tourism for the 
month of April has slumped 
21.7 percent from the same 
period last year with the en- 
tire Bermuda tourist market 
taking a dive —_ visitors 
from the U.S. were down 
31.1 percent, from Canada 
24.9 percent. the United 
Kingdom 6.7 percent, and 
the rest of Europe 39.5 per- 
cent. 

But one shining note in an 
otherwise downbeat report 
was a 22.7 percent increase 
in’ April cruise” ship 
passengers with 11,265. vis- 
itors coming here by sea 
up by 3.085 passengers from 
the vear before. — 
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Total arrivals for the first 
four months of 1982 were 
101,303 compared to 132,984 
for the same_ period last 
vear. 

According to the Bermuda 
Hotel Association the April 
occupancy rate for member 
hotels was 68.2 percent, 
down from 76.2 percent in 
1981. Average length of stay 
was five nights compared to 
4.6 nights a year ago. 

Hotel occupancy projec- 
tions are put at 74.3 percent 
for this month, and 42.6 per- 
cent in July. 


Visitors arriving by air for 
the first four months of 1982 
numbered 90,038, down 27.3 
percent from 123,804 for the 
same period the year before. 

Other than cruise ship 
passengers, April visitors 
from the United States 
numbered 30,174, down from 
43,760 for the same period 
the year before. The 
cumulative total from the 
U.S. for the first four 
months of this year was 
76,925, down from 107,773 
during the similar period in 
1981. 


BERMUDA 


CSO: 
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‘The business studies 
course in particular is very 
popular with people who are 
already employed, but who 
seek promotions, or a better 
paid source of income,” Mr. 
Swan said. 


The Premier said Ber- 
muda’s people had not been 
given anything but had 
worked for social, educa- 
tional and economic re- 
wards. He said 27 percent of 
the workforce had a univer- 
sity degree or diploma. “The 
majority of our people are 
able to have a decent life- 
style, live in comfort and en- 
joy the fruits of their 
labours,’ Mr. Swan said. 


Mr. Swan went on to say 
that Bermuda’s future ex- 
pansion into an even larger 
insurance centre would 
mean the creation of new op- 
portunities. 


He said education was 
still a Government priority, 
especially exposure of stu- 
dents to high technology like 
computers. “At present, my 
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Government is examining 
ways in which to broaden 
the curriculum to include 
subjects which will help 
them in their education. By 
making them technically 
aware, they will be able to 
take advantage of advances 
in computers and tele- 
communications,” Mr. Swan 
said. 


Mr. Swan said ways of ex- 
panding centres of pro- 
fessional learning like in in- 
surance areas were also be- 
ing considered. 


“The highest priority 
must be given to making our 
young people feel a part of 
our society,” Mr. Swan said. 
“The greatest danger is 
making them feel left out. 
We must include them in 
discussions about their fu- 
ture,’’ Mr. Swan said. “Our 
people have created a mir- 
acle without any resources 
— we must look to the fu- 
ture with the same de- 
termination to: succeed 
which has brought us so 


far. 





COUNTRY SECTI 


ON 


-PREMLER SPEAKS ON ECONOMIC GROWTH, EDUCATION POLICIES 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 29 May 82 p 2 


[Text ] 


CSO: 
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Premier the Hon. John 
Swan said yesterday that 
Government was: committed 
to growth — but not at the 
expeise of Bermuda’s en- 
vironment. 

Mr. Swan was speaking at 
the Life Underwriters As- 
sociation of Bermuda sales 
congress at Castle Harbour 
Hotel. 

He told the congress: “A 
concern that is often voiced 
is that we will not be able to 
cope with more business ex- 
pansion. I am aware of this 
concern, and that is why I 
talk of orderly growth.” 

The Premier went on: 
‘‘We should be careful in en- 
couraging growth not to 
create so many strains that 
we ruin the environment and 
our infrastructure.” 


“To avoid this, my Gov- 
ernment is examining ways 
to encourage greater com- 
puterisation and tele- 
communications. With the 
recent advances in_ tech- 
nology, there 1s no reason to 
think of an office in. tra- 
ditional terms,”’ Mr. Swan 
said. 


He said there was no need 
to worry whether there 
would be enough land to 
build offices because orderly 
growth would mean the use 
of technology to make effec- 
tive and efficient use of land 
and people. 


Earlier, Mr. Swan referred 
to Bermuda again as an 
“economic miracle” and a 
“marriage of opportunity 
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and skill’. 


That miracle was de- 
monstrated, Mr. Swan said, 
by several statistics. ‘““The 
most recent international 
survey had indicated that 
our per capita income is in 
excess of $11,600 per an- 
num,” Mr. Swan said. 

“It should be remembered 
that this figure is higher 
than the U.S. and second 
only to some oil-producing 
countries. It is also free of 
income tax. It is therefore 
fair to say that we have a 
degree of economic mobility 
which other countries have 
not achieved,” Mr. Swan 
said. 

He also pointed out that 
today students very rarely 
had to struggle to get to col- 
lege overseas because of 
Government and _ business 
scholarships, grants and 
joans. He said the 1,000 stu- 
dents presently in further 
education abroad was an 
amazingly high number for a 
country of 55,000 people. 


“It isa tribute to the de- 
termination of Bermudians 
to succeed,” the Premier 
said. 


He added that there was 
no longer any need for chil- 
dren to leave school just to 
support their families. 


Bermuda College's 3,000 
full and part-time students 
were mostly studying job-re- 
lated programmes and 
preparing for work, Mr. 
Swan said. 


BERMUDA 








COUNTRY SECTION BERMUDA 


BRIEFS 


HOTEL SHUTDOWN--Two of the Island's largest hotels will close next winter for 
two and three months each. For the first time ever, the Sonesta Beach Hotel 
will close for two months because of a lack of guests. And the Hamilton Prin- 
cess will close for three months while it undergoes a $9.26 million renovation. 
The unprecedented move by Sonesta Beach was announced yesterday by the hotel's 
manager Mr. George Robinson, who said that the decision had been made as much 
to protect the hotel's reputation as it was to save money. "The decision is 
the right one," said Mr. Robinson, adding that it was the first time one of 
the Island's ten major hotels had closed for lack of business. Many hotels 
close during the winter months for renovations. But beginning this year the 
Sonesta Beach Hotel will close for November and December. The situation would 
be reviewed on a yearly basis, said Mr. Robinson. "Had we been able to 
achieve occupancy levels that would provide sufficient guests so that we could 
“maintain our services during the winter, then obviously we would stay open," 
said Mr. Robinson. "But the situation as it was this past winter was too dam- 
aging for everyone involved. It is not a pleasant experience catering to 30 
or 40 guests in a huge hotel." [Excerpts] [Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in 
English 15 May 82 ppl, 5] 
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COUNTRY SECTION | BRAZIL 


INTERIOR MINISTER CONSOLIDATES CANDIDACY FOR PRES IDENCY 
Sao Paulo ISTOE 19 May 82 pp 30, 31, 33 


[Text] The selection of PDS [Social Democratic Party] candidates for governor 
in some states resembled the first move in the chess game of determining the 
successor to President Figueiredo in 1984. Almost all those aspiring to the 
office of President of the Republic tried to name men they trusted as PDS 
candidates. Unless there are unlikely surprises at the conventions, Paulo 
Maluf from Sao Paulo, Ney Braga from Parana and Antonio Carlos Magalhaes 

from Bahia should win acceptance for their choices as PDS candidates to 
succeed them. None of them, however, has been as successful as the presiden- 
tial hopeful Mario Andreazza. Dealing from Brasilia, the Minister of the 
Interior named the official PDS candidates in two strategic states--Rio de 
Janeiro, where he selected the former secretary of public works under Governor 
Chagas Freitas, Emilio Ibrahim, and Minas Gerais, where he backed the former 
transportation minister, Eliseu Resende. With this last choice, Andreazza 
dealt a well-aimed blow at one of his most serious competitors, Vice-President 
Aureliano Chaves, who shrewdly worked against Resende's candidacy. The popu- 
larity of these presidential hopefuls when they arrive at the Electoral College 
in 1984 will depend on much more than the mere appointments of PDS candidates 
for governor. Obviously, its candidates will have to perform well in the 
elections, but this is only one of many steps to be taken before 1984. The 
slate of candidates is much larger, including other names with a certain amount 
of power. In some offices in the Planalto Palace, there is support for the 
candidacy of the head of the SNI [National Intelligence Service], General 
Octavio Medeiros. In the offices of the management of ELETROBRAS in Rio de 
Janeiro, there are dreams of seeing General Costa Cavalcanti in the president's 
chair. In any case, Andreazza took an important step toward consolidating his 
candidacy--and apparently with President Figueiredo's stamp of approval. 


"The President is delighted with Andreazza," confided a high-ranking military 
officer very well placed in Brasilia. "He is a well-liked minister and every- 
thing indicates that he has already received the green light to go ahead with 
his candidacy." Andreazza, in truth, is part of a larger group that includes 
General Medeiros himself and and Governor Antonio Carlos Magalhaes. The three 
would agree to give each other mutual support and to promote for the presidency 
whoever best fits the economic and political climate in 1984. If the system 
considers that the social situation still requires a military man on the fourth 
floor of Planalto Palace, Medeiros would be chosen. If a softening of tensions 
would make it possible, according to the system, to put an "amphibian"--a 
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military reserve such as Andreazza, who is an army colonel--in power, he would 
be chosen to fill the role of transition president. If the skies look so clear 
that a civilian could take office, Antonio Carlos Magalhaes would gladly be the 
candidate. His trump card would be that his name is trusted among the military. 
It is clear that in this case Antonio Carlos would meet strong competition 

from Aurelianu Chaves and the stubborn Paulo Maluf. 


Nevertheless, few people--even opposition member of congress--believe that 
Figueiredo will not have control over who his successor is. And Andreazza is 
being careful to strengthen his position in the triple alliance between him- 
self, Medeiros and Antonio Carlos. He is not lacking in enthusiasm, a capacity 
to work or money. The Interior Minister is said to have physical stamina 
comparable to his colleague, Planning Minister Delfim Netto, who grants hear- 
ings and receives people beginning at 7:00 am. 


Unlike Defim, however, Andreazza tests his physical stamina outside his offices. 
In 3 years in the ministry, the "gringo," as he is called in the most exclu- 
sive rooms of the palace, has visited more than 1,000 Brazilian municipalities, 
some of them several times, accumulating 1,200 hours of flying time just in 
getting from one place to the next--the equivalent of 50 complete days. On 
each of these trips, he inaugurated projects or handled the business of one of 
the 16 agencies under his ministry, ranging from BNH [National Housing Bank] 

to SUDENE [Superintendency for Development of the Northeast], and including 

the National Drought Control Department and the National Indian Foundation 
(FUNAL). His greatest vote-drawer, however, is the recently established 
Program for Assistance to Municipalities, PAM. 


Few government programs have received such generous funding as PAM, whose 
resources are to go to small-municipal projects, such as the construction of 
schools and clinics, paving roads, and street lighting, which have all delighted 
voters in the interior. By 30 September, a month and a half before the elec- 
tions, Andreazza will have spent, through PAM, no less than 7 billion cruzeiros, 
an amount equal to the cost of 1,000 average-sized model houses in a city such 
as Sao Paulo. The criteria controlling the use of these funds are not very 
orthodox. According to Andreazza's advisors, the funds are released and the 
projects supervised through a computer. But the mayors receive their checks 
rapidly, without any bureaucratic hassles, and later they submit a bill of 
expenses to the ministry and fill out a short form addressed to the National 
Accounting Office. 


Every municipality has received from 2 to 5 million cruzeiros, and since 
January nearly 5 billion cruzeiros has been disbursed to a little less than 
1,700 municipalities. The ministry assures that opposition municipalities 
have been considered as well; this does not mean very much since 80 percent 
of the 4,000 Brazilian mayors belong to the PDS. 


The criterion for geographical distribution cf PAM funds is significant from 
any standpoint. Nearly half of the little more than 900 municipalities that 
received the 2.5 billion cruzeiros already disbursed in the second quarter 
were located in the Northeast, a region that traditionally votes heavily for 
the government party. With the abundant votes from the Northeast, the govern- 
ment hopes to ensure having a heavy concentration of PDS legislators in the 
Electoral College which will elect Figueiredo's successor. And Andreazza has 
made a prodigious effort to guarantee achievement of this objective. 
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As all ministers, Andreazza has injected a strong dose of politics in all the 
appearances he has made to inaugurate projects. All of his trips are prepared 
by an advance party, responsible for publicizing his program and the signifi- 
cance of the project to be inaugurated or inspected. The regional newspapers 
are supplied in advance with copious information on the project, distributed 
by the press office from the ministry's well-equipped telex post. 


Guaranteeing a solid number of PDS legislators in the Electoral College could 
be more important to Ardreazza than selecting his gubernatorial candidates. 
Figueiredo will certainly take into account the electoral strength of each 
minister in 1982 when he chooses the name of the candidate to succeed him. 

In Rio de Janeiro, for example, the aspirant Emilio Ibrahim, a personal friend 
of Andreazza, should be controlling the resources invested in the state by 

the Ministry of the Interior during the campaign. To imagine that Ibrahim 
will be in a position to defeat Sandra Cavalcanti, the rising PTB [Brazilian 
Labor Party] candidate, or Miro Teixeira of the PMDB is perhaps an exaggeration. 
Ibrahim, however, should help the campaign of the PDS candidates to congress 
and the mayoral candidates. And the credit for a good performance will be 
given to Andreazza. 


In Minas Gerais, the picture is a little more complex. Eliseu Resende, 
Andreazza's candidate, should encounter strong resistance during the PDS con- 
vention there. Vice-President Aureliano Chaves hoped--and still does--to 
make Minas Gerais the base for launching his candidacy for president. And 

he advocated promoting a politican from the recalcitrant former PSD [Social 
Democratic Party] as a candidate for the PDS, the only way, in his opinion, 
of defeating the PMDB candidate, Tancredo Neves, also a former member of the 
PSD. When Resende was officially chosen on Friday, 7 May, Chaves diplomatic- 
ally praised the choice. But last week, despite the fact that he is acting 
as president during Figueiredo's trip to the U.S., he made sure to give some 
indirect signs of his discontent. Shortly after visiting him in his office, 
two deputies from Minas Gerais Bias Fortes, state PDS president, and Fagundes 
Neto, shot a few barbs at Resende's candidacy. "The party candidate will be 
whoever is selected at the convention,'' Fortes warned. Senator Murilo Badaro, 
for instance, has already told President Figueiredo that he will try to win 
the convention. 


The danger facing the Eliseu-Andreazza team is that the party discipline zeal- 
ously guarded by Governor Francelino Pereira will disintegrate. The power to 
build roads and public works will exert a reasonable influence on convention- 
goers who are interested in winning the gratitude of future voters. Even if 
he wins this bet, however, Andreazza still has a long way to go before 1984. 


Equality Before the Law Is Relative 


In the past 15 days, the government replaced two ministers, the minister of 
welfare first and, last week, the minister of transportation. On both 
occasions--both in replacing Jair Soares, the candidate in Rio Grande do Sul, 
by Helio Beltrao and in replacing Eliseu Resende, the candidate in Minas, by 
the little-known Cloraldino Severo--the wishes and choice of President 
Figueiredo prevailed. With one difference: Jair Soares did not succeed in 
naming his successor and Eliseu Resende, with Minister Andreazza's support, 
did. 
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Normally, Resende's successor would be the secretary-general of the Ministry 
of Transportation, Vando Borges. However, he was vetoed, according to what 
reliable sources in Brasilia said, by the principle of equality before the 
law. Just as Jair Soares had his secretary-general, Carlos Alberto Algayar, 
in mind to occupy the post--but was unsuccessful in placing him in it--the 
Eliseu-Andreazza team also was unsuccessful in placing the natural successor 
in office. So Cloraldino Severo was appointed, a 44-year old technocrat from 
Rio Grande do Sul who is going directly from heading a department, the DNER 
[National Highway Department], to the ministry, skipping the stages in between. 
The principle of equality before the law, as we can see, has a very relative 
application in the view of the palace, full of subtleties. And the way in 
which Figueiredo is himself choosing his ministers is also full of subtleties. 


The fact is that in this pre-election period, Figueiredo needs to make most, 
if not all decisions on post assignments or access to instruments of political 
influence. Even recently, an observer of this fascinating power struggle, who 
holds an influential post in Brazil, noted: "Perhaps, for the Delfim plan, 

it would have been advisable to remove Amaury Stabile and put in the Agricul- 
ture Ministry someone a little more flexible. The problem is that no one, not 
even Delfim, is sure that by meddling in one ministry, he is going to make a 
future minister." Ever since Leitao de Abreu was chosen to replace General 
Golbery do Couto e Silva last August, nobody has denied this fact. 


9805 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


DAILY COMMENTS ON STOCKING HAVANA STORES 
Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 8 May 82 p 1 
[Article by Nancy Robinson Calvet: "At the Last Minute!"] 


[Text] You might be one of those who have passed up the characteristic lines 
of the Havana stores in recent weeks and only look at them defenselessly be- 
Cause you feel incapable of opening a gap where the crowd might shout: Cut in! 


You night not even want to ask for cuts because you have counted hundreds 
rather than dozens of persons in front of you. Then you are a spectator in 
this situation. Surely you will ask the same question we do: Why stock the 
Stores at the last minute? 


Right now there are several basic reasons the people go en masse to the es- 
tablishments that sell industrial products. The present ration book is about 
to expire and the stores have been well supplied in recent days with articles 
in short supply throughout most of the cycle. Other reasons include Mother's 
Day (main reas), discounts for some slow-moving merchandise and the buying 
power of our people. 


It is not hard to remember times when the same thing has happened as the ex- 
piration of the industrial products ration book approaches. 


There are buyers who decide to leave the columns blank or not use the coupons 
because they are reluctant to lose time in the lines but they end up search- 
ing for what they want or need. 


There are two types of people in line: those who buy everything and those who 
so cily to look for wnat they need at that time. 


There is another type--the /line jumper/ [in boldface]--who has shown up in 
recent years. He is the one who holds several places and causes confusion 
and trouble. At this time, we will also allude to the professional line 
Standers whose attitudes border on crime. Measures have been taken concern- 
ing then. 


Where there is a line, there is noise. Anyone who arrives in a good mood is 


put into a bad mood as internal faintness and anxiety increase. Soft voices 
rise and eventually a correct line is created. 
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However, no one can think that this heterogeneous and constantly moving pheno- 
menon will remain arganized. It would be like expecting pears from an elm 
tree. 


These observations merely attempt to attract the at m of the distribu- 
tors to the discontent of the people when they go to these stores after their 
workday is over and achieve little or nothing. 


We believe that gradual distribution throughout the cycle can be planned. 
This would make it possible fa@ everyone to acquire what he is entitled to 
without last minute problems. 


It should be remembered that this situation creates a ciimate of tension for 
the trade workers who are subjected to an intensive rate of work. Naturally, 
this also affects the quality of the service that they provide. 


7717 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


EXCESSIVE ADHERENCE TO RULES STIFLES CREATIVITY 
Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 7 May 82 p 2 
[Article by Jose Alejandro Rodriguez] 


[Text ] Red tape is the number one enemy of our people's creativity and enthu- 
Siasm in revolutionary tasks. Unfortunately, this persists and occasionally 
rears its ugly head in many of our daily activities. 


In recent days we Saw an example. There was a car with a loudspeaker broad- 
casting slogans about 1 May and exhorting everyme to participate in the March 
of the Fighting People. It went so fast that you could only hear: Long live 
1 May! The rest of the speech was muffled by traffic noise until, in a few 
seconds, it was lost. 


This apparently minor incident reveals much more. That driver had been asked 
to drive through an area of the city with the taped message. He felt that he 
fulfilled his duty by following the planned route and the faster he went, the 
better. Whether the message reached its audience did not concern him. 


We see similar attitudes daily. Study circles--whether in the CDR [Commit- 
tees for the Defense of the Revolution] or in the work center--are held with 
a mechanical and boring reading just to get done. There are monotonous worker 
murals without color or reflection of what really palpitates and shines in 

the workers. In some union sections, due to mistaken interpretations of the 
dynamics and objectives of this activity, tasks are sometimes undertaken only 
on the surface; the essence can be lost in sterile figures and red tape. 

Even the emulz' ion, the driving force of socialist construction, can hurt 
enthusiasm and efficiency when it is not implemented correctly, with depth 
and planning. 


Red tape also means undue importance to figures, disdain for the qualitative 
aspect. In recent years we have had to fight against that trend in different 
spheres of life. Commander in Chief Fidel Castro has been the great standard- 
bearer of depth and quality, always combining /fulfillment with how it was 
fulfilled and why it was fulfilled/ [in boldface]. 


It is true that there are convincing figures that show the superiority of so- 
cialism and the advances of our revolution. However, numbers are not a real- 
ity in themselves; they are only the expression of reality. For example, we 


3/7 








must not only fulfill the production plan for shoes ur shirts but these must 
have the quality and design that the people deserve. 


Let us say that the primary objective of a teacher is to educate civilized and 
revolutionary men, capable of carrying the country forward. One of the prac- 
tical reflections of this principle is promotion but it must agree with the 
primary objective. If we invert the formula and only work for promotion, emp- 
tying it of this essential aspect, we are plowing the sea. 


In the economic sphere, red tape has pernicious consequences. Let us remember 
the struggle tnat we have had against bureaucratism which is another of its 
expressions. The main enemy of these remnants is the Economic Management and 
Planning System which scientifically and rationally establishes the bases for 
our development under the laws of socialism. Profitability, costs, savings 
and economic controls do not admit improvisation, a hotbed of problems. 


In general, superficiality and improvisation are the most faithful allies and 
supports of red tape. They abort the most beautiful and best intentions and 
waste the creative potential of socialist man. 


Understanding these problems is vital in ideological work. The culture and 
political level of our people increase each day; their view of reality is 
broadened based on Marxist-Leninist principles. Work in this area is arduous 
because a people in constant development demand strictness, scientifically 
Supported methods and constant interaction with the creative energy of the 
workers. 


Lenin brilliantly outlined the factors that determine the success of revolu- 
tionary propaganda and ensure its effectiveness and depth; these go beyond 
intentions. He saw the receptive masses as an active entity which it is neces- 
sary to know well--their realities and thoughts--in order to adapt the objec- 
tives of the work to its actualization and achieve mobilization. Fidel is a 
constant example: his speeches and guidelines, his words that have guided 

the actions and feats of the people, are designed with an in-depth knowledge 

of the most important aspirations and features of the masses. They unite 
Sentiment and reason, emotion and argument. 


Few peoples have mobilizing power and united ideas and actions like ours. 

Some day history will analyze the literacy campaign, the Bay of Pigs victory, 
the fight against bandits, the agricultural mobilizations, the internationalist 
missions and the Marches of the Fighting People as singularly representative 
phenomena of what can be achieved when the peoples take on the tasks and inm- 
press their initiatives and their particular forms on them. 


We must add more knowledge, the scientific argument that Marxism-Leninism 
gives us, to this valuable treasure that is our people with their party van- 
zuard in front, this inexhaustible potential of the workers with their union 
orzanization on the road to continual success and learning, this revolution- 
ary experience that we Cubans accumulate. This will block the way of that 
dying phenomenon which has various names--facileness, improvisation, bureau- 
cratism, red tape. 


(717 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


CAJIMAYA STEEL PLANT NEARS COMPLETION 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 21 May 82 p 3 
[Article by Alexis Rojas Aguilera] 


[Text] La Pasa, Nicaro--The construction and assembly of the pilot or develop- 
ment plant for evaluation of the use of the iron-rich scraps from the Com Rene 
Ramos Latour Nickel Enterprise are more than 95 percent complete. These 
Scraps will be used as basic raw material for the production of steel by the 
integrated steel plant that will be constructed in Cajimaya southwest of this 
mining Site. 


The project, considered the first induced investment of the integrated steel 
plant, is valued at 2.3 million pesos. This includes a second stage that will 
be built for studies on the pollution effects of the fuel oil contained in the 
ferronickel scraps of the Nicaro nickel industry. 


This plant is being built and will be developed with the collaboration of the 
Soviet Union. In addition to supplies and plans, it has sent a group of spe- 
cilalists to Cuba for the assembly, start-up and exploitation of the new indus- 
trial research unit. The investment is being carried out by brigades of the 
No. 9 Industrial Projects Construction Enterprise of Holguin. It plans to 
turn it over to the investors by the end of this month. 


Engineer Loreto Mojena and technician Carlos Portillo of the investment team 
told GRANMA that the initial plan for the pilot or development plant is to 
make a run of some 30,000 tons of scrap and obtain about 10,000 tons of iron 
concentrates that will be industrially processed in the Swiet Union in order 
to study its behavior with conventional steel equipment. 


They added that, according to preliminary studies, 80 percent of the raw ma- 
terial for the Cajimaya integrated steel plant will be the scrap from the Ni- 
caro nickel industry. The rest (20 percent) will be magnetite ore from de- 
posits discovered east of Santiago de Cuba. 


They indicated that the pilot plant is the embryo of the future integrated 
steel plant, the largest industrial investment undertaken by the countr y--more 
than 1.5 billion pesos. They reported that the sections for lime and scrap 
and their transporting belts, liming, concentration and treatment with lime, 
the warehouse for finished products, the dump for the residue from the pilot 
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plant, the electric substation, the socioadministrative building, the general 
warehouse, the laboratory and the drainage system are practically finished. 
Minor construction tasks in some of these objectives of the final phase still 
need to be completed. 


1717 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


BRIEFS 


FIREARMS REGISTRATION IMPOSED--(AIN)--The PNR [National Revolutionary Police] 
informed the state organs, organisms and sports groups that the deadline to 
declare any type, caliber or brand of unlicensed firearm to units of the PNR 
is 12 May. It indicated that the transitory provision of Decree Law 52 dated 
24 March 1982 makes it obligatory to do this within 45 calendar days. It added 
that, after 12 May, unlicensed firearms are considered illegal under Article 
242 of the Penal Code. Also Article 18 of Decree Law 52 states that every 
firearm licensee has the obligation to report any change of residence to the 
Ministry of Interior within 15 calendar days. The PNR issued a reminder that 
failure to comply with this article will mean a fine of up to & pesos accord- 
ing to Article 25, clause a, of Decree Law 52. [Text] [Havana TRABAJADORES in 
Spanish 10 May 82 p 3] 7717 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


BRIEFS 


RAIN DAMAGE--ROSEAU, Dominica, June 1 (CANA)--One youth was killed and damage 
expected to run into millions of dollars were reported to today following 
heavy rains in Dominica over the last four days. Police said Charles Jolly 
was killed in his home after a landslide crushed his house in Belles Village, 
16 miles north of here. Police said that a number of landslides were reported 
along the route to the island's main airport, Melville Hall, and there had 
been considerable damage to the roads. Communications and works minister Hen- 
ry Dyer today told reporters that an inspection team headed by hir self will 
visit the areas for on-the-spot assessment. [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in 
English 2 Jun 82 p 7] 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


UP TO 50 POLITICAL DETAINEES REPORTEDLY ON HUNGER STRIKE 
Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 6 Jun 82 p 1 


[Text] As many as 50 political detainees at the Richmond Hill prison in 
Grenada are on a hunger strike. 


According to reliable information transmitted to the Trinidad Express news- 
paper in Port of Spain yesterday, the strike may now be in its third week and 
is over inhumane conditions and incidents of torture being inflicted on 
prisoners. 


This is the second such collective form of protest to bring the plight of 
detainees to public attention. The first hunger strike took place in Decem- 
ber last year. 


A spokesman for the Grenada government, Don Rojas who is press secretary to 
Prime Minister Maurice Bishop, flatly denied the report when contacted by a 
Sunday Express reporter yesterday. 


"Nothing of the sort," was the brief response. He went on to issue an invita- 
tion to the paper to send its reporter to "come and see for yourself." 


Written Complaints 


However, the highly confidential source who transmitted news of the hunger 
strike to the newspaper produced written complaints from prisoners about the 
matter in which they are being greated at Richmond Hill. 


One complaint, written on sheets of rattan paper, which is used to cover one- 
ply Care toilet tissue", tells of prisoners being subjected to torture through 
the use of lighted cigarettes ends and live electric wire as well as of one 
man who was shot by a soldier in February. 


The source pointed out that prison officers are now completely under the di- 
rection of soldiers of the People Revolutionary Army which seized power in a 
coup in March 1979, overthrowing the regime of Sir Eric Gairy. 


A note from one prisoner states: 'No prison officer have any authority in 


prison again. The prison is rum by soldiers and many of them can't even read 
and write." 
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That note goes on to complain about "inhuman conditions" and mentions that 
prisoners are given a single change of clothing, one towel, one sheet and 
only the Bible to read; "not even a copy of the Free West Indian newspaper, 
with its lies," it added. 


Solitary Confinement 


The prisoners complain that some of them have completed 150 days of solitary 
confinement which means that they get less than an hour outside of their 
cells when released from confinement. In most cases the prisoners have had 
a total of less than 40 hours of freedom outside their sell in the past five 
months. 


The prisoners are calling on the Caribbean Conference of Churches to visit 
them, especially those in solitary confinement at Richmond Hill and that "all 
churches should be requested to pray for us". 


They also asked through the special source that lawyers throughout the region 
should "come to the aid of the detainees by assisting in their defence" 


CSO: 3025/328 














COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


MINISTER OF LABOR PALMA FIGUEROA'S MESSAGE TO WORKERS 
Guatemala DIARIO DE CENTRO AMERICA in Spanish 3 May 82 p 2 


[Message of the Minister of Labor and Social Security to the Workers of 
Guatemala on Labor Day] 


[Text] The Ministry of Labor and Social Security extends warm and hearty 
greetings ta the Guatemalan workers in the city and the countryside, on the 
date dedicated to the celebration of International Day of Labor. 


The first of May is a day of perennial remembrance and example in the workers’ 
struggle for their economic, social and cultural rights. 


It is also appropriate to remember on this occasion, mentioning a little bit 
of history, that in the Magna Carta decreed by the Constituent Assembly in 
1945, standards and principles related to work were issued as social guaran- 
tees and granted by the highest legal hierarchy. And on 1 May 1947, in com- 
memoration of the anniversary being celebrated today, the Labor Code of 
Guatemala took effect. 


Thirty-five years after this code has been given to the Guatemalan people, my 
ministry greets the workers with deep emotion and the hope afforded us by the 
new sociopolitical circumstances that the present government presents on of- 
fering the opportunity to rechannel ovr activities through paths of peace, 
cooperation and mutual understanding. 


The Ministry of Labor and Social Security has an extraordinary importance in 
the life of the nation.. Its area of competence and field of action, are 
framed within the beautiful area of the rights of labor, which essentially 
seeks the ideal of nations to assure men, in exchange for their labor, a life 
of dignity and a decent standard of living. 


The Ministry of Labor and Social Security, in line with the principles that 
guide the government military junta, which have already been outlined, will 
implement policies tending toward the recovery of confidence and trust by 
the workers in the legal institutions and their officials. 


Essentially the ministry will act with the greatest speed in the labor con- 
flicts in which it has jurisdiction to intervene, obtaining a conciliatory and 
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friendly solution on a fair and equitable foundation to maintain the balance 
between the factors of production: the workers, who are the vital element 

of business, and capital. This is without any doubt a really positive method 
for beginning to build the peace that the Guatemalan people yearn for so much. 


Also, the ministry will maintain the most absolute respect for the right of 
free unionization in accordance with the standards of our law, since the 
ministry believes that the unions have great importance in the study, im- 
provement and protection of the economic and social interests of the work- 
ers. 


The ministry is especially concerned about the slowness with which the respec- 
tive conflicts submitted to its jurisdiction have been aired in the courts, 
particularly the collective disputes of a socioeconomic type, which are those 
that require, in view of their nature, the most rapid processing. 


The Ministry of Labor considers this situation very dangerous, since at the 
same time that the workers have been losing faith in our legal institutions, 
the labor conflicts not resolved on time can easily spill over into real 
situations of confrontation and violence, which disturb social order, to 
whose realization we are committed along with the historic responsibility 
that we have assumed. 


The ministry that I head wishes to take this opportunity in which we cele- 
brate the first of May, to call upon the sectors of private initiative--with 
faith in Guatemala--to make an effort to revitalize our deteriorated economy, 
reinvesting more in their businesses and investing in creating other new 
businesses, which, among other things, will allow sufficient levels of em- 
ployment to be maintained for the benefit of Guatemala's working class; to pay 
just salaries, since no one is unaware that, with the rise in the cost of liv- 
ing, with the increase in the inflationary trends, it is precisely the wage 
earners who always are at the rear of inflation, who are the most punished 
sector with their real purchasing capacity being reduced; to avoid carrying 
out unjustified dismissals, since the ministry is seriously concerned about 
the grave problem of unemployment. 


The Ministry of Labor and Social Security also wishes to enumerete some goals 
that it proposes to achieve: 


The warmest relations between workers and owners or employers at work centers 
in all the branches of production. 


The maintaining of the most absolute union freedom, in accordance with the 
standards of our law that govern the development of unionism. 


The corresponding intervention of the Ministry in Labor conflicts, obtaining 
the conciliatory settlement of same on foundations of social justice. 


Strengthening the work of the various administrative services that the minis- 
try is in charge of, so that they will always respond to the highest interests 
of the nation. 
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Increasing all activity that tends toward the surpassing of the capacity of 
work. 


The implementing of a policy of continuous development and adequate protection 
of wages as a basic source of the worker's income. 


The strengthening of programs that are being carried out in marginal areas, 
with the objective that all settlement of workers' families and persons of 
small economic resources is also benefitted by the general development of the 
nation that Guatemala is advocating. 


The strengthening of inspection work in order to guarantee just and fair bene- 
fits to the workers. 


The promotion of collective negotiation of work conditions, with the aim of 
fostering the best understanding between union organizations of workers and 
work places in general. 


The maintaining and extension of recreational programs, allotted to guarantee 
hours of rest and relaxation to the worker together with his family. 


The drawing up of a plan to reform the labor code in order to modernize it. 
Special care will be taken to incorporate standards that will allow and ob- 
lige the courts to resolve the disputes submitted to their jurisdictions as 
rapidly as possible and in accordance with principles of social justice, so 
that the Guatemalan workers will recover their faith in the law and confi- 
dence in the authorities. 


Workers in the City and the Countryside 
The Ministry of Labor and Social Security upon presenting this message to you 
as a sincere expression of its aims, by reason of your great celebration, 


asks you to offer us your patriotic cooperation to help us to save Guatemala 
from the serious economic and social crisis which we are discussing. 


9545 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


GUYANA 


PPP ASKS GOVERNMENT FOR RESTRUCTURING OF SUGAR INDUSTRY 


Briaqgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 5 Jun 82 p 3 


[Tex 


tJ 


GEORGETOWN, Guyana 
Friday (CANA) — The officia 
Opposition party in Guyana, 
the People’s Progressive 
Party (PPP) has ca led on 
President Forbes Burnham's 
government to restructure the 
sugar industry and look to the 
Eastern Block for lucrative 
markets. 

Guyana nationalised the 
industry during the 1970's 
from the British firms of 
Booker McConnell Limited 
and Jessel Securities Limited. 

In a Press statement, the 
PPP said that Guyana was 
failing to take advantage of 
the unlimited trade facilities 
offered by the Soviet Union, 
and the Eastern Bloc coun- 
tries. 

The republic, which said 
last month that it was 


bankrupt, was still too heavily 
dependent on the West for 
trade the PPP said. 

It noted that in 1979 imports 
from the West were 57.3 per 
cent and from the East 1.3 per 
cent while exports to the West 
were 69.6 per cent and the 
East 0.9 per cent. 

The PPP pointed out that 
third world sugar sellers on 
the United States and 
European Economic Com- 
munity (EEC) markets were 
facing a grave future, adding 
that their sugar was being 
forced out of those markets 
through quota restrictions, 
tariff and non-tariff barriers. 

In addition, there was the 
sustained boost in beet sugar 
production in the U.S.-EEC 
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home markets, ‘which can 
only redound to the gradual 
exclusion of cane sugar.” 

The PPP said that already a 
key cane vy ol refinery in 
England had been closed and 
it felt the position would 
definitely worsen in future. 

The opposition yey said 
that there should be both 
vertical and horizontal 
development of the sugar 
industry, with as many agro- 
industry spin-off projects as 

ssible, as has been achieved 
in socialist Cuba-stockfeed, 
dairy, poultry and eggs, 
furfural. 


Raw sugar is used ex- 
tensively as a base in Cuba's 
chemical industry 


“Other products besides 
raw sugar must be produced 
in Guyana and exported, if 
necessary, new markets, 
secure and guaranteed, must 
also be found not only in the 
traditional market, but in the 
socialist countries and 
elsewhere.”’ the PPP said. 

Guyana’s EEC quota is 
167 000 tons. The 1980 report in 
fact states: ‘Some 55 per cent 
of our exportable sugar goes 
to the EEC. It is the sort of 
bedrock the industry must 
have in order to plan properly 
to achieve satisfactory 
financial returns.” 

The net EEC price obtained 
in 1980 was GUY$1.017.86 
(GUY$1 equals 33 cents U.S.) 
fetched GUY$1.162.61 per ton, 
the Canadian market 


GU Y$884.23 per ton, the 
Caricom market 
GUY$1 248.48 per ton, and the 
home market GUY$209.41 per 
ton. 

On the other hand the world 
market price in 1980 stood at 
28.69 U.S. cents per pouna 
($1,927.96 per ton). 


In the 1982 budget speech 
this price was said in 1981 to 
have ‘plummeted at times to 
levels below 150 sterling per 
ton which is GUY$934.50 per 
ton. It is now understood that 
the 1982 world market price 
has fallen to GUY$530.88 per 
ton, being merely 7.90 U.S. 
cents per pound. 

The PPP said that those 
figures and facts showed the 
precarious nature of the sugar 
industry in Guyana and 
“exposes the incompetence of 
the regime to protect the in- 
dustry from external butfets. 


“If the industry is to survive 
against subsidisation of beet 
sugar, protectionism, gluco- 
fructose sweeteners, and 
unfair practices, then there 
must be real transformation. 
This means also democracy. 

“The PPP calls tor workers: 
control to be instituted 
forth with in the industry, for 
an end to the old management 
structure from colonial days, 
and for an end to PNC 
nepotism, discrimination and 
other malpractices which are 
killing the industry.” 
per ton, while the U.S. market 





COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


GUYMINE LAY-OFFS--GEORGETOWN, Sun., (Cana)--GUYANA'S state-owned bauxite com- 
pany Guymine has laid off a first batch of 130 workers from the 8,000 work 
force, a Press report said. The state-owned Guyana "Chronicle" newspaper 
quoted Guymine Communications Manager Orlinda McInnis as expressing regret 
tnat the company had to lay off the workers last Wednesday. The paper also 
reported that an official of the Guyana Mine Workers Union told the retrenched 
workers "lets face it brothers and sisters, the whole nation faces a crisis 
and what is specific to this industry is that we can't find markets for our 
bauxite." General Secretary of the supervisors union Lennox Simon said his 
union was unhappy at management's suggestions that some workers accept demo- 
tion and a cut in pay rather than be laid off. [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD 
GUARDIAN in English 7 Jun 82 p 5] 


CSO: 3025/328 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


DETAILS OF WORLD BANK, AGRICULTURE MINISTRY ASSISTANCE 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 5 Jun 82 pp 8, 9 
[Text] 


A detailed technical assistance programme has been agreed upon by the World 
Bank and the Ministry of Agriculture to upgrade and strengthen the Ministry 
to make it capable of servicing the needs of the agricultural sector. A por- 
tion of the recently-announced World Bank loan of US$75 million will be used 
to support this phase of the Jamaican Government's programme of structural 
adjustment in the economy and for balance of payments support. 


This fact was disclosed by the Minister of Agriculture, Hon. Dr. Percival 
Broderick, as he addressed a seminar on "Structural Adjustment" in the agri- 
cultural sector at the Jamaica Development Bank auditorium on Wednesday, 

May 26. 


Chairman of the seminar was Mr. T. Clarke, Divisional Director, Planning and 
Policy, in the Ministry of Agriculture. He outlined the loan programme and 
the main areas which the loan would finance. 


Dr. Broderick in his address said that the strategy would be to concentrate 
on those areas of the economy which can produce quick and substantial incre- 
mental foreign exchange earnings, by expanding the growth of non-traditional 
and traditional export crops. 


The Minister outlined the structure of the agricultural sector, identified 
"Our resource base", and indicated the market potential that exists "against 
a background of the performance of some of our major traditional export 
crops." 


The following six main issues were identified by Minister Broderick: (1) 
Land use (2) Efficiency of the external marketing organizations or commodity 
boards (3) Elimination of praedial larceny (4) Restructuring of the economic 
viability of the sugar industry (5) Increased yieids of bananas and (6) 
strengthening the Ministry of Agriculture and the institutions related to the 
agricultural sector. 


Dealing with Land Use the Minister said: 
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"Several complex issues related to land tenure and ownership contribute to- 
wards the under-utilisation of Agricultural resources. We know the problems 
of land titles. We accept that some tenant farmers on Government-owned lands 
have been uncertain about their future status and we also accept the need for 
all land resources to be properly assessed and classified for optimal use. 
And, of course, there is the need to put the idle bauxite lands into agricul- 
tural use. 


Sale or Lease 


We have agreed therefore to develop a programme for sale or lease of Govern- 
ment-owned lands in order to reduce the uncertainty faced by farmers. This 
certainly integrates into our policy of freehold, but also embraces elements 
of leasehold where it is practical. Towards this end all Project Land-lease 
(PLL) properties have been received along with bauxite lands and ADC lands. 


"Dealing with Project Land-lease lands first, the strategy is to start with 
PLL3 and PLL2 properties for immediate conversion to freehold. There are now 
seven PLL3 properties with development and sub-division plans and there are 
approximately 94 PLL properties with sub-division plans and boundary surveys. 
All the Parish Councils are now being visited by officers of the Ministry to 
obtain approval in principle of these sub-division plans. As soon as approval 
is granted, allotment on a freehold basis will commence immediately. A basis 
of valuation for the land to be converted to freehold has been agreed upon, 
and the necessary supportive elements such as application forms and selection 
procedures have been agreed upon. These will be announced shortly. 


With respect to PLL1, these properties are all leased to Government for ap- 
proximately five to six years. Those properties with good agricultural po- 
tential and with a viable density of farmers will be continued on a leasehold 
basis. Marginal properties will be returned to respective lessors. 


On the question of idle bauxite lands I can say that restored lands can be 
converted to freehold, without any problems, and we are currently engaged in 
the identification of such lands. However, lands within the mining schedule 
are not being recommended for conversion to freehold because of the nature of 
the Agreement with the mining companies and the importance of bauxite in our 
economy. 


The largest area of Government-owned bauxite lands that have agricultural as- 
sets is that controlled by Midland Enterprises Limited and a planned programme 
for the orderly divestment of Midland Enterprises is being worked out at 
present. 


On the question of the ADC lands, a detailed land use study has been completed 
and the recommendations are now being considered by Government. 


In order to strengthen the land registration system the office of the Regis- 
trar of Titles has been physically upgraded recently. Additional staff has 
been added to this’ office and an expert to examine the system of registration 
and the need for improved technology is being sought. 
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Reduce Under-Utilization 


Another aspect under land use is the need to reduce the idleness or under- 
utilization of privately owned agricultural lands, through the implementation 
of a programme of land classification to induce the adoption of appropriate 
crops. The Ministry has completed a review of all previous soil studies. 


A detailed land use map on a scale of 1/50,000 will be completed in August of 
this year. The second phase of the project has been funded, and will provide 
10-acre "cell land classification" based on photo-interpretation, climate and 
soil data. The Soil Lab is now reorganised and the new structure and staffing 
have been approved by the Ministry of the Public Service. 


In addition to this there is the need to rationalize soil conservation activ- 
ities, emphasising maintenance, in order to control erosion on hillside farms. 
The Ministry completed a review of soil conservation activities. Six water- 
sheds out of nine appear feasible. Detailed technical and economic reports 
are now available for the following six watersheds, and these reports are now 
being evaluated: Rio Pedro, Wag Water, Hope River and Hermitage, Upper Yal- 
lahs and Lower Yallahs. 


The next issue raised concerns the efficiency of the extevnal marketing organ- 
isations or commodity boards, in order to increase price incentives for far- 
mers. The idea is to allow the participation of private organisations in the 
external marketing of export crops. The present marketing functions of boards 
are being assessed. Toward this end, the Government has commissioned manage- 
ment audits of all boards and has completed coffee, cocoa, citrus. Government 
has terminated the Monopsony powers relating to coffee, citrus, cocoa and 
pimento. 


Audits of sugar, banana and pimento are now underway. However, despite the 
intervention of the private sector in the market place, under deregulation 
the Government will retain rules and guidelines in respect of quality and 
foreign exchange regulations, and no grower will be allowed to market the 
commodity at a price below that earned by the board. 


The third issue is the elimination of praedial larceny in order to assure that 
farmers are rewarded for their work. Cabinet has approved the application of 
stiffer penalties by the Courts and simplified judicial procedures. The in- 
troduction of the Agricultural Warden programme will come on stream during 
this year. Great care will be exercised in respect of the selection of War- 
dens and they will be given training by the Police and will work in conjunc- 


tion with the Police. 


In sugar we are committed to restore the economic viability of sugar cane 
producing units and sugar factories in order to reverse the long-term decline 
in sugar production and export. Government has increased the availability of 
fertilizer, herbicides and pesticides as well as trucks and equipment. An 
action programme for the rehabilitation of the sector has been adopted. The 
management audit on the Government-owned sugar factories will determine the 
future structure in order to ensure a viable operation capable of sustained 
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foreign exchange earnings and secure employment. The goal is to increase 
the production of sugar to 330,000 tons annually by producing some 35M. tons 
of cane from approximately 120,000 acres. The co-operation of everyone is 
vital if we are to achieve the stated targets. 


With respect to bananas the aim is to increase yields and areas under cultiva- 
tion in order to reverse the long term decline in banana production and ex- 
ports, until the U.K. quota of 150,000 tons is filled. 


An action programme by the Ministry of Agriculture and Banco has been com- 
pleted for the rehabilitation of the industry. This programme includes the 
provision of price incentives. Banana has been included in the possible ex- 
port crops project from the World Bank for credit and other inputs to come on 
stream in 1983/82. In the interim credit via the Agricultural Credit Bank 
will be in place. 


The final issue is to strengthen the Ministry of Agriculture and other insti- 
tutions related to the sector. Government has strengthened under agricultural 
planning projects, some units in the Min-istry. Also agricultural marketing 
and research has been strengthened. The TVM method of extension has been im- 
plemented and funded. A detailed technical assistance programme has been 
agreed upon with the World Bank and the Ministry to upgrade and strengthen the 
Ministry. This effort is aimed at improving the delivery capability of the 
Ministry in servicing the needs of the agricultural sector. 


I will not claim that all the answers or solutions will come from the Govern- 
ment's structural adjustment of the economy, but certainly we are seeking to 
rebuild the confidence of the farming community and to promote investment. 


--It is this Government's plan to develop farm production and income through 
an incentive programme geared towards production of crops for export and local 
consumption. 


--It is this Government's plan to develop and improve the support services-- 
marketing, input supply and agricultural credit. 


--It is this Government's plan to develop an appropriate livestock industry. 


-~-It is this Government's plan to develop a meaningful agricultural and ex- 
tension service. 


--And finally, it is this Government's plan to design and implement soil con- 
servation, forestry, fisheries programmes and provide water management 
technology. 


CSO: 3025/329 





COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT FUND WITHDRAWAL NEEDED FOR BUDGET 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 10 Jun 82 p ll 


[Text] A TOTAL OF $432-MILLION is to be drawn from the Capital Development 
Fund to assist in the financing of the Budget for the financial year 1982/83. 


This was stated in the House of Representatives on Tuesday by the Minister of 
State in the Ministry of Mining, the Hon. Basil Buck, as he sought the Houses' 
approval for the withdrawal of $30-million from the Fund which he said was the 
first "draw-down" for the year. 


Mr. Buck piloted the resolution on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister 
of Finance/Mining, the Rt. Hon. Edward Seaga. 


Mr. Buck said that to date the amount in the Fund was $337.55 million, rep- 
resented by cash balances, investment in Treasury Bills, Local Registered 
stock, and J.I.D.C. projects. 


MR. HORACE CLARKE (P.N.P., West Central St. Mary) noted that last year the 
entire amount from the Capital Development Fund was transferred to the Con- 
solidated Fund and he had no doubt that the same thing would happen this year. 


The concept of the Fund was that the money should be used for capital develop- 
ment which are in the interest of the nation, so that future generations could 
benefit from the exploitation of the country's natural resources; but over the 
years the amount in the Fund had "dwindled" and it had not improved over the 

past 18 months. 


No new prcjects had been announced and he wondered about the status of those 
already initiated, particularly the Bromdec project which is to grow and mill 


rice to make the country self-sufficient in that commodity. 


Mr. Clarke also questioned whether the project intake by the Fund for this 
year would materialise since there is a cutback in bauxite production. 


CLOSING THE DEBATE Mr. Buck said there was an investment of $273.2 million in 
J.I.D.C. projects. He added that the Minister of Agriculture, the Hon. Dr. 


Percival Broderick, would speak on the status of the projects. 


The resolution was approved. 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


BRODERICK GIVES HOUSE DETAILS ON SUGAR, FARMING SITUATION 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 10 Jun 82 pp 1, 12 


[Text] THE INCREASES IN SUGAK PRICES which took effect last December have 
proven counter-productive, and in the first four months of this year sales of 
sugar fell by about $14-million, the Minister of Agriculture, the Hon. Dr. 
Percy Broderick, told the House of Representatives on Tuesday. 


Dr. Broderick was opening the first of two sectoral debates in the House on 
the Government's actions and policies and seeking approval of the policy pro- 
jections for 1982/83. 


In his presentation, Dr. Broderick said that there was a 3.5% growth in the 
agricultural sector last year despite the structural problems which exist. 
These problems, he said, have been identified and are to receive special at- 
tention in the Structural Adjustment Programme. 


THE GOVERNMENT WAS AIMING at the total rehabilitation of the export-oriented 
sector, mainly sugar and bananas. There were also plans for major expansion 
in coffee production, and landuse for the production of domestic crops will 
be rationalized and the market system upgraded. 


The Praedial Larceny Act would be before the House this Session and was only 
being held up by certain legal difficulties which are being attended to by the 
Attorney General. 


The Government's objective was to shift the emphasis in land usage from lease- 
hold to freehold, to provide more secure land tenure which would encourage 


greater production. 


Extension research and credit facilities as well as the training of staff was 
being promoted with the aid of bilateral and multi-lateral agreement. 


Emphasis on development of agricultural production would be on private sector 
investment; and, in view of this, the Caribbean Basin Initiative was welcome. 


The structUral changes which were required would need the effort of every 
sector and individual in Agriculture, if it is to succeed. 
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TURNING TO SUGAR, Dr. Broderick dealt with accusations made by the Leader of 
the Opposition on a radio broadcast, on June 6, in which the Minister said 
"untrue" statements about him were made. 


Sacrifice 


Dr. Broderick said that he had asked the consumers to make their sacrifice, as 
he did at the time of the announcement of the price increase last year, to 
contribute to the recovery process thereby securing the jobs of thousands of 
workers and their dependents. 


At no time during the negotiations had he said that the workers could not get 
a bonus. 





Dr. Broderick continued: "We now come to the crucial matter--the matter of 
whether or not I was aware of the fact that there was provision under the 
Structural Agreement Loan as stated by the World Bank (for a second sugar 
price increase this year). The answer is "yes." 


"I was aware; but one of the things that my friends on that side (Opposition) 
and the Leader of the Opposition should understand--if he would stop to con- 
sider--is that when the World Bank proposed that there ought to be an adjust- 
ment inthe price of sugar, that adjustment was to be made in respect of the 
stated deficit position of the Sugar Industry Authority at that time; and 
there was no provision that that position would have covered any increases 
that had to be paid down the road, or in fact to pick up the cost of any in- 
dustrial action. 


"AS I WARNED BEFORE and as I warned after, the latest price increases (De- 
cember/1981) proved to have been counter-productive. In the first four 
months of the year, sales of sugar fell some $14 million. One projects for 
the rest of the year to be looking at a downward movement of revenue to some 
$42 million. 


"This is a position that persons from the World Bank and the Ministry of Ag- 
riculture are presently discussing, and IT still maintain that provisions in 
these agreements are provisions subject to discussion. 


"In all of the mischief they are trying to say that we have used the workers 
about some bonus payment; trying to link the fact that an arrangement has 
been made under the Structural Adjustment Loan; and that we are seeking to 
find a scapegoat in the workers--the very workers for whom we have held an 
industry position of a guaranteed price of some $915 per ton, the very work- 
ers who are benefitting from a position where the SIA is buying sugar at 
roughly $360 per ton more than it can sell it." 


The Minister said nobody needed to play politics with the industry at this 
time. 


"I am appealing to the Opposition and I am appealing to the Leader of the 
Opposition, former Minister of Agriculture, who had all the opportunity to do 
things for the sugar industry and left that heritage to me: Let us put away 
politics out of the sugar and get the industry back to a very viable level." 
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Dr. Broderick said that none of the sugar factories would be closed this 
financial year. 


TURNING TO BANANAS, Dr. Broderick said that in 1980 some 35,000 tons of the 
fruit were produced, of which some 30,000 tons were exported. Last year, 
some 75,000 tons were produced of which 19,000 tons were exported. 


This year the projection from the Banana Company is for the export of 47,000 
tons, but already the figure is being adjusted to no further than about 
30,000 to 33,000 tons to be exported. 


The Ministry was upgrading the field staff; an EDF project in St. Thomas had 
started with some 1400 acres which was well on stream; JDB projects were also 
going ahead; and other farms are being evaluated in respect of managerial 
staff and inputs. 


In the case of varieties, he said that at Springfield, in St. Thomas, a nur- 
sery was being set up for producing the "Williams Hybrid," which was consid- 
ered to be the type that could produce fruit capable of competing with others 
on the United Kingdom market. 


CSO: 3025/329 





COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


REYNOLDS ANNOUNCES DOCK REBUILDING, 100-TON TRUCK PROGRAMS 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 10 Jun 82 ppl, 12 


[Text] Reynolds Metals Company is investing U.S. $2.5 million to rebuild its 
bauxite ore-loading dock at Ocho Rios, St. ann, the company's executive vice- 
president, Mr. William 0. Bourke, announced yesterday afternoon. 


Addressing the 30th anniversary celebration of Reynolds Jamaica Mines at their 
Lydford mining installation in St. Ann, Mr. Bourke also announced that Rey- 
nolds Metals Company would be pioneering in Jamaica the first use of 100-ton 
trucks, each built with 45,000 lb. of aluminium produced from bauxite ex- 
tracted at the Lydford plant. Five of the trucks have already been ordered. 


Mr. Bourke also announced that Reynolds Metals Company was moving the train- 
ing centre of Reynolds Mineral Resource Development Division to Jamaica. 


"Training programmes will be offered here to our Jamaican professional employ- 
ees, as well as to our professional employees in other countries", he said to 
applause from the gathering of Reynolds officers, workers, clerical staff, and 
guests headed by the Governor-General, the Most Hon. Sir Florizel Glasspole; 
the Hon. Basil Buck, Minister of State in the Office of the Prime Minister, 
and the Custos of St. Ann, Dr. O. Tomlinson, and Mrs. Tomlinson. 


"REYNOLDS IS MAKING new financial commitments in Jamaica that will increase 
the efficiency of our operations and support Jamaica's expanding economy", Mr. 
Bourke said. 


"I assure you that Jamaica is part of our plans for the future and that we 
intend to continue to contribute to Jamaica's thrust for economic progress. 


"Despite negative factors in the current world economic picture, we at Rey- 
nolds Metals believe that our magic metal will rebound strongly during the 
remainder of this decade. Aluminum has a very viable future as an essential 
metal. We see greater opportunities developing". 


Mr. Bourke noted that aluminum helped to meet Mankind's basic needs for shel- 
ter, food, production, distribution, transportation and communication and 
declared: 
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"Reynolds is giving the highest priority to meeting these world needs by de- 
veloping new products and strengthening the high quality of our existing 
products". 


MR. BOURKE SAID it was "truly unfortunate" that Jamaica's thrust towards eco- 
nomic improvement was being frustrated by world economic conditions that were 
damaging the aspirations of citizens of all countries. 


Recessionary factors had affected all world markets for aluminum, including 
Jamaica, and as part of "our efforts to re-align supply more realistically 
with the lower demand for aluminum, we have adjusted operatins of Reynolds 
Jamaica Mines", Mr. Bourke said. 


"I must emphasise, however, that reduced operating capacity and employment 
in our U.S. plants has far exceeded any reductions necessary in our Jamaican 
operations”. 


He described as a "Significant factor" in maintaining the current operating 
levels at Reynolds Jamaica Mines, the sale of the 900,000 tons of bauxite to 
the U.S. Defence Stockpile. 


"Our shipments of bauxite from Jamaica 1981 were reduced to 2.1 million tons, 
from the more normal levl of 2.5 million tons on an annual basis," he 
disclosed. 


FROM JUNE 5, 1952 when Reynolds made its first commercial shipment of 11,000 
tons of bauxite from the island to date, Reynolds had shipped nearly 60 mil- 
lion tons of local bauxite and had contributed more than U.S. $62 million an- 
nually to the local economy in payroll, purchases, taxes and bauxite levies. 


"The growth of our mining operation and its contribution to the economy would 
not have been possible without the co-operation of the Jamaican Government 
over the years and the dedication and hard work of Reynolds Jamaica Mines 
employees", Mr. Bourke said as he saluated the local company on its 
anniversary. 


CSO: 3025/329 
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Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 3 Jun 82 p 13 


1 ‘Te Xo ] 


Jamaica is to earn some 
US$190.7 million from a 
projected 10.8 million 
tons of bauxite this year: 
but the basic rate per ton 
of bauxite is lower than 
last year's. 

This was stated in the 
House of Representatives 
on Tuesday by the Min. 
ister of State in the Min. 
istry of Mining. the Hon. 
Basil Buck. as he piloted 
a resolution amending 
the Bauxite (Production 
Levy) Order in 1982. set- 
ting the basic rate per 


ton of bauxite to 
US$20.54. 

The House approved the 
measure. The Order 
became effective on Janu 
ary |. this year. Mr. 
Buck said the Jamaica 
Bauxite Institute had 


advised that the basic 
rate per ton for bauxite 
for 1982 was U.S.$20.54 
cents, in comparison (o 
U.S.$21.20 cents for the 
calender year 1981 This 
was a significant fal) in 
the price for a dry ton of 
bauxite. 


Mr. Dudley Thompson, of 
the Opposition referred 
to the 18 million tons of 
bauxite production pro): 


ore ) » 
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ected by the Prime Min. 
ister in his Budget 
Speech, and asked on 
what basis the Prime Min- 
ister had made that 
forecast. 


Referring to what the 
Prime Minister had said 
“in another place’ that 
workers in the industry 
would be laid off. Mr. 
Thompson asked what 
was the cause of this and 


‘when would the lay-offs 


take place, since the 
effect would not only be 
feit in the work-force but 
in the country’s foreign 
exchange earnings. 


Mr. Horace Clarke, also oi 
the Opposition, said- that 
ordinarily such a resolu 
uion did not attract any 
debate since when the 
basic rate was set for the 
coming year it was based 
on experience and projec 
tion by a team of experts 
who were always in tune. 

“Buc this is the first time 
we are noting a reduction 
in price in regard to pre- 
vious years,” he said. Mr. 
Clark said it was not 
enough for the Minister 
to just read the amend- 
ment and leave it at that. 
He ought to rell the 


60 


House Leader. the 


Closing the debate. 


nation what was involved, 
for every cent lost repre- 
sented tons of produc 
tion, which yielded “tre 
mendous amounts of 
foreign exchange for the 
country. 


Downturn 


_Production of 10.3% million 


tons was a 5.6 percent 
fall-off over last year. 
Mr. Clarke said. He 
asked how much was this 
in terms of dollars. He 
wondered also if the 10.8 
million tons included 
anticipatory sales to the 
United States stockpile. 
Hon. 
J.A.G. Smith, said that 
the situation should not 
be turned into a “politi- 
cal football”. There was 
a “downturn in the user 
country’, he said point- 
ing to the cutback in the 
motor car industry in the 
United States. 

Mr. 
Buck sa.d: “We cannot 
stand publicly and debate 
what is imponderable’. 
When the negotiations 
were completed an 
announcement will be 
made. 


JAMAICA 








COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


SHEARER REITERATES JLP, GOVERNMENT SUPPORT OF WORKERS' RIGHTS 
Party Resolution 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 1 Jun 82 p l 


[Text ] 


DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER and Minister of 
Forcign Affairs, the Rt. Hon Hugh Shearer, said 
on Sunday that the Jamaica Labour Party Govern- 
ment would not allow the rights won by the work- 
ing class since 1938 to be trampled on. 


At Sunday’s public session of the party's annual con- 
ference at the National Arena in Kingston, Mr. Shearer 
referred to a resolution passed at the private session on 
the previous day, which condemned all attempts to sup- 
press any union and called for an educational pro- 
vramme to educate the public on the importance o the 
trade union movement. 


Mr. Shearer said the private session was very strong 
in stating that anti-union and anti-worker attitudes 
were not good for industrial peace nor for economic 
recovery in Jamaica. 


MR. SHEARER SAID: “The Government of the 
Jamaica Labour Party will not encourage nor tolerate 
nu We will not stand by and allow the gains of the 
working class since 1958 to be trampled on. 


“We want the country to take note of the unani 
mous recommendation of conference yesterday, and we 
want the country to take note of the official position of 
the Government in this matter so that there can be no 
misunderstanding whatsoever 


“The Government and the Labour Party do not sup- 
port indiscipline. We do not support slackness. We do 
not support victimization. We do not support lack of 
respect for management nor deliberate obstruction of 
legitimate instructions, nor sabotage, nor any of the 
things that will either wreck relationships or productive 
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effort. We do not support those things. 


“But on the other hand, we will not tolerate nor 
allow abuse of workers’ rights nor allow workers’ privi- 
leges and their gains to be trampled on or taken away 
from them. 


“Yesterday, Conference was very unanimous, on 
those points and I want to bring it to the knowiedg of 
Conference today, so that the public at large knows the 
views of the 9,000-odd delegates at the private session 
yesterday on that very important and relevant mater”. 


ON ANOTHER RESOLUTION which was passed 
at the private session of the conference dealing with the 
“continued victimization” of J.L.P. supporters by per- 
sons in public offices who are opposed to the Govern: 
ment, Mr. Shearer said the Go. *rnment would not sup- 
port any form of victimization. 


Mr. Shearer said the conference dealt with the mat. 
ter and. expressed strong sentiments about the behav- 
jour. and the executives of the Jamaica Labour Party 
were very concerned about it. 


“I want to join in publicly calling on all the people 
in the public sector, in particular in the agencies, to 
see to it that the guidelines are properly observed, 
because we in the political part of Government are 
responsible to the people. We want to work in harmony 
and we expect that guidelines that are laid down to 
achieve that harmony are observed. 


“We want to work in peace and harmony. We want 
smoothness. We do not want any victimization of any- 
body and we don't want any victimization of our 
supporters. 





Editorial Comment 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 1 Jun 82 p 6 


We are glad that Mr. Shearer was 
drank in telling his conference 
audience on Sunday that his party 
the JLP and his union the BITU 
‘do not tolerate slackness or sabo- 
tage or victimisation at the work. 
place — for these destroy produc- 
tivity — in the same way as his 
party and union deplore what he 
calls any amti-worker and anti- 
union host'lity. 

We would add that there is a 
significant difference between criti- 
cisms of particular actions of work- 
ers and their unions. and what is 
now heing called anti-union hostil- 
ity. Productivity. in our view, will 
not increase unless there is a sin- 
cere attempt by both sides, man- 
agement and labour, to improve 
working relationships. Rhetorical 
name calling and attacks on pub- 
lic men of integrity will not help. 

In another vein Mr. Shearer's 
call for greater production, with 
consequent increased export earn- 
ings, is deserving of support from 
every quarter: from the workers. 
from the trade unions. from the 
owners and operators of farms and 
factories, from the churches, from 
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the schools. The whole nation 
needs to become acutely aware of 
the grim necessity for this country 
to produce more and to export 
more, in order to survive. 


As the minister of Government 
in charge of the. nation’s export 
trade. Mr. Shearer sees very clear- 
ly that all che efforts of the Gov- 
ernment to bring about national 
economic recovery will come to 
naught if the nation fails in the 
imperative task to produce more 
goods in order to export more 
and, as a result, earn more for- 


cign-exchange, the lifeblood of the 


economy. 

In the context of the recent 
announcement by the Prime Min- 
ister of a proposed study of the 
Jamaican attitude to work, the 
urgency of increased production, 
and of greater productivity — two 
sides of the same coin — is 
brought into even sharper focus. 


For an improved attitude towards 
work by all engaged in production 
— from field to factory to office 
— is the key to Jamaica's problem 
of more production. 











COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


ENGINES FOR FISHING INDUSTRY--The Fisheries Division of the Ministry of Agri- 
culture is distributing 280 engines to the fishing industry. The engines 

were imported through a line of credit from Yamaha of Japan. The line of 
credit allows for 600 engines to be imported over a one-year period and is 
part of Government's efforts, in collaboration with the private sector, to 
secure equipment and material for the industry at reasonable cost. Earlier 
this year, 260 Johnson and Evinrude engines were imported through a similar 
line of credit from Outboard Motor Corporation of the U.S.A. This batch has 
been distributed and an additional 240 will arrive in mid-June. The Minister 
of Agriculture, the Hon. Dr. Percy Broderick, met representatives of the major 
fishing co-operatives to discuss problems facing the industry. Following 
these discussions, efforts are being made to secure materials to relieve 
shortages which have been affecting the industry. [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER 
in English 1 Jun 82 p 2] 


CANE WORKERS' BONUS--The Joint Industrial Council for the Cane Framing Indus- 
try has reached agreement on a 10% bonus for workers in the cane-farming sec- 
tor. The agreements reached were: A 10% bonus on gross earnings for the 
1981/82 crop from the commencement of the crop at each farm or from January l, 
1982, whichever is earlier; The current collective labour agreement be exten- 
ded for an additional year; The parties to the agreement to meet before the 
commencement of the 1982/83 crop to discuss any further improvements in terms 
and conditions of employment. The J.1.C. for the industry is comprised of 
representatives from the All-Island Jamaica Cane Farmers Association, the 

BITU and the NWU. The agreement applies to all registered cane-farmers deliv- 
ering over 200 tons of cane annually. Payment of the bonus shall be four weeks 
after the end of each farm crop and will cost the industry approximately $3 
million. [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 1 Jun 82 p 14] 


ALCAN LAY-OFFS--An "initial'' lay-off of 150 employees is to be made by Alcan 
Jamaica Company, resulting from the closure this week of one of its two di- 
gester units at its Ewarton Works in St. Catherine. A statement issued yes- 
terday by the company said present market forecasts indicated that this unit 
would be out of production for the rest of 1982, and all of 1983. Prime 
Minister Edward Seaga warned on Sunday that there would be further cutbacks 
in the bauxite/alumina industry created by the continuing downward trend in 
demand for the mineral. This, Mr. Seaga said, would be the only "dark" spot 
in Jamaica's economic recovery programme. Alcan's statement said: "DUE TO 
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CONTINUING WEAK MARKET conditions for alumina in world markets, Alcan Jamaica 
Company has been forced to take one of the two digester units out of service 
at its Ewarton Works this week. Present market forecasts indicated that this 
unit will be out of production for the remainder of 1982 and all of 1983. 

“The cut-back in production will result in a total production of 800 metric 
tons for 1982 as against a plan of 965,000 metric tons. Rated capacity of the 
Company's plant is 1,095,000 metric tons. Unfortunately, this will result in 
an initial reduction in manpower of approximately 150 employees." The Gleaner 
was unable to find out yesterday what, if any, action is proposed by the four 
bauxite/alumina companies operating here: Alumina Partners of Jamaica Ltd., 
(Alpart), Kaiser Jamaica Bauxite Company, Alcoa Minerals, Minerals of Jamaica, 
and Reynolds JAmaica Mines Ltd. [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 2 Jun 
82 p 1] 


ANTI-JLP VIOLENCE--A man was shot in the arm when buses with Jamaica Labour 
Supporters from Manchester going to the Party's annual conference at National 
Arena in Kingston Sunday were stoned and fired on at White Marl, St. Catherine. 
Police Information Centre said the shot man, Mr. Hopeton Rlake, 27, farmer of 
Freetown, Manchester, was treated at Spanish Town hospital, and sent home. 
(Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 3 Jun 82 p 2] 


NEW UNION OFFICERS--Three new officers including a new Island Supervisor in 

Mr. Lascelles Perry, have been appointed to the leadership of the National 
Workers Union. Mr. Perry last year had tendered his resignation as an Assis- 
tant Island Supervisor pending the outcome of the bauxite/alumina negotiations, 
and was ousted by Mr. V. Bancroft Edwards in the race for General Secretary at 
last year's biennial conference of the union. Mr Perry now replaces Mr. Lloyd 
Goodleigh who resigned from the union last year and has since migrated. Mr. 
Derrick Rochester was named to replace Mr. Lester McKenzie who died in a traf- 
fic accident in Kingston in February, and Mr. Carl Thompson replaced Mr. J.A.G. 
Myers, who has resigned from the NW. Their positions are those of Vice- 
Presidents. Both Mr. Rochester, who is a Senator in Parliamenent, and Mr. 
Thompson were unsuccessful P.N.P. candidates in the October 1980 General Elec- 
tions. Mr. Myers was up to recently Vice-President and Assistant Island Sup- 
ervisor responsible for membership of the union within the public sector. 

These appointments were made by the General Executive Council of the Union at 
a meeting in Kingston on Sunday. They took effect immediately. [Kingston THE 
DAILY GLEANER in English 4 Jun 82 p 2} 


TOURISM EXPANSION--Plans to make Tourism not just a seasonal affair but an 
"ali-year round business" are being pursued in the Government, Minister of 
State for Tourism, Dr. Marco Brown, said on Monday. Dr. Brown was giving the 
keynote address at the opening of a Tourism seminar at the Rose Hall Inter- 
Continental Hotel. the five-day seminar, sponsored by the Montego Bay-Atlanta 
Sister Cities Committee, is being attended by more than 60 people representing 
various sectors of the tourist industry. Commending the committee for its 
contribution to developing the island's tourist industry, Dr. Brown said 
training programmes would be carried out to assist the Government in achieving 
its goal. Referring to the necd for closer relationship between visitors and 
Jamaicans, Dr. Brown said several programmes aimed at exposing the visitors to 
the residents were being considered by the Ministry. The Meet the People 











Programme had proven an effective method and similar programmes were soon to 
be put in place. From all indications, the 1982 summer tourist season would 
be a success, but greater attention would have to be placed on providing added 
attractions for visitors. Development of more attractions was a key factor 

in ensuring that Tourism became "an all-year-round business", Dr. Brown said. 
The seminar was declared open by Councillor Shallman Scott, Mayor of Montego 
Bay, who paid tribute to the Montego Bay-Atlanta-Sister Cities Committee for 
its involvement in the development of Montego Bay. [Kingston THE DAILY GLEAN- 
ER in English 4 Jun 82 p 8] 


CUSTOMS CRACKDOWN--A crackdown on illegal imports, warning of which was given 
by the Prime Minister last weekend, is now underway. Customs officers have 
been raiding several business places, seizing illicit goods, a news release 
from Jamaica House said yesterday. "These raids will continue and the Collec- 
tor-General will be imposing heavy fines on persons found to be in possession 
of un-custommed goods or in breach of Customs regulations", the news release 
said. [Excerpt] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 10 Jun 82 pp Ly ae 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST KITTS-NEVIS 


BRIEFS 


LABOR PARTY ACCUSATION--BASSETERRE, St. Kitts, Sunday, (CANA)--The official 
Opposition Labour Party in St. Kitts-Nevis has accused the Government of Pre- 
mier Kennedy Simmonds of preparing to take this British associated state by 
surprise into independence without any consultation with the people. Said the 
party in a front page story in its organ, the Labour Spokesman: "There is in- 
creasing evidence that the Simmonds government is busy arranging a deal with 
the British government to hustle St. Kitts and Nevis into independence later 
this year without any real consultation with the people of St. Kitts." The 
paper said that quite recently a British constitutional expert, Mr. Anthony 
Rushford had arrived in St. Kitts and "He is now hard at work with the Attor- 
ney General and other government lawyers in Government Headquarters drafting 
documents and preparing plans for the independence conference." The opposi- 
tion claimed that the leaders of the Peoples Action Movement (PAM) and the 
Nevis Reformation Party (NRP), the two parties which form the coalition gov- 
ernment here had been holding secret meetings on a "Special arrangement" be- 
tween St. Kitts and Nevis, and the paper listed the following as among the 
terms of the independence "arrangement." "Nevis will give up its demand for 
secession (from the twin island state) and will go into independence with St. 
Kitts. [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 7 Jun 82 p 3] 


CSO: 3025/332 
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COUNTR 


Y SECTION 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


PANDAY IN CALL FOR CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE AGAINST PNM GOVERNMENT 


kort-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 7 Jun 82 p 3 


[Text ] 


3025/33] 


SAN FERNANDO: 

A “GANDHIAN TYPE” 
struggle of civil disobedi- 
ence and non-co-operation is 
being advocated by Opposi- 
tion Leader, Rep. Basdeo 


Panday (ULF North Couva)’ 


He advised officers of the 
Political Alliance (ULF, 
DAC, Tapia) to devote their 
time in preparing for this 
struggle ‘‘because it is 
evident that the People’s 
National Movement has re- 
jected our call for national 
unity.'” 

Mr. Panday was at the 
time speaking at the formal 
opening of the Alliance’s 

abaquite Constituency 
Office, situated at Bonn 
Aventure Road, Gasparillo. 
The office was opened by 
Mr. Panday on Saturday 
evening before a_ large 
gathering. 

‘The opening of this office 
is significant because it 
must serve to mobilise the 
people physically and psy- 
chologically to meet a 
foreboding struggle that is 
becoming nearer and nearer 
today and when it comes it 
will make 1970 look like a 
bishop's tea party,’’ he told 
the gathering. 

The Opposition Leader 
said they were saying so be- 
cause of what he described 
as alleged corruption con- 
tinuing to take place in the 
country ‘‘and which is con- 
tinuing unabated.” 

He said that the Alliance 
Tabaquite constituency of- 
fice will be manned by sup- 
porters who will be given 
advice on all matters af- 
fecting the people, the con- 
stituency and the country 
at large. 


Parliamentary represen- 


tative of the area, Mr. 
Nizam Mohammed, will be 
in office on Wednesdays 
from 2 = 

Mr. Panday said that as 
the public utilities continue 
to deteriorate to unprece- 
dented depths, the anger of _ 
the people is also rising to 
unprecendenied heights. 

In order to stem this tide, 
instead of satisfying the 
needs of the people, ‘‘the 
powers that be have in- 
troduced racism, discrimi- 
nation and favouritism and 
have also increased brutali- 
ty on the people to the ex- 
tent that they were break- 
ing down homes of people 
who are legitimately on 
lands they occupy,’ he 
stated. 

Mr. Panday said. ‘‘The 
people must be prepared to 
resist these acts of brutall- 
ty by the Government and I 
hope that the opening of 
this office will serve as the 
centre to mobilise the 
people.”’ 

He said in that struggle 
they must be prepared for a 
“massive Gandhian type” 
struggle, 

On the question of nation 
al unity, Mr. Panday said 
that in order to have 
national unity and a 
national sense of direction, 
they would have to struggle 
for it. 

Rep. Nizam Mohammed 
gave an account of his 
programme of activities 
since he was elected to re- 
present the constituency 
Representatives from the 
Democratic Action Con- 
gress (DAC) and Tapia 
House Movement brought 
greetings on the occasion. 








mmr 


~T .*, 
{ 1 be 
WL .ean id 


SECTION 


TRINIDAD AND 


TOBAGO ASSEMPLY ACT BEING AMENDED, CONSULTATION PROVIDED 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 2 Jun 82 p l 


(‘Text ] 


THE TOBAGO House of 
Assembly Act is to. be 
amended to make provision 
for consultation between the 
Minister responsible for ad- 
ministration of Tobago and 
the Assembly, and for staff 
arrangement. 


The amendments also seek 
to provide for the establish- 
ment of a pension scheme for 
the staff of the Assembly. 


A Bill for the amendment 
was introduced in the House 
of Representatives on Friday 
last and debate is expected to 
begin at the next sitting in 
the House on Friday this 
week. 

It provides that where, in 
discharge of its functions. the 
Tobago House of Assembly is 
in need of assistance from the 
Government or a statuto 
authority, then it shall see 
that assistance through the 
minister responsible for the 
administration of Tobago, 
and the minister — should 
promptly communicate the 
needs of the Assembly to the 
appropriate quarter. 


It also makes provision for 
the Statutory Authorities 
Service Commission to 
appoint, remove, transfer and 
exercise disciplinary control 
over the monthly paid statf of 
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the Assembly as in the case of 
statuto authonties, and 
for the Chief Personnel Officer 
to appoint, remove, transfer 
and exercise disciplinary con- 
trol over the rated 
workers of the ianealy. 


For the purposes of the 
Industrial Relations Act, the 
CPO is deemed to be the em- 
plover. 


According to the provisions, 
the Assembly shall within five 
years of the commencement 
of the original Act (Septem- 
ber 1980) establish with the 
approval of the Minister of 
Finance a pension scheme for 
od — of members of 
staff. 


It shall also obtain approval 
of the Minister of Finance for 
any changes in the provisions 
or benefits to the scheme. 


Under the proposed amend- 
ment, persons who were daily 
rated workers of the former 
Tobago County Council before 
the Act are transferred to 
the Assembly. 


Public officers who were 
employed with the County 
Council or in the employ of a 
statutory authority may, 
with the approval of the 
minister and the appropriate 
service commission, be trans- 
ferred to the staff of the 
Assembly. 
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CSO: 


3025/331 


SAN FERNANDO: 
STATE-OWNED 
Caroni Ltd plans to 
end this year’s sugar 


harvest earlier than 
planned — aborting 
its 1982 production 
target. 


Three factories have 
already ceased grinding and 
Ste Madeleine Factory, is 
expected to stop. shortly 
because of heavy rains 
which slow down the supply 
of cane to keep the mills 
going. 

To date, the company 
produced 79,929 tons of 
sugar from 1,177,243 tons of 
canes. 

Revised sugar target 
production for 1982 is 103,000 


‘tons and it appears that 


the company will not be 
able to reach its revised 
target or even last year’s 
tonnage of 85,000 tons. 

It is estimated that more 
than 90,000 tons of canes 
from both company and 
farmers may be left stand- 
ing in the fields, at the end 
of the crop which could 
come anytime from now. 


END 
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The Ste Madeleine 
Factory lost some 31 
grinding hours at the 
weekend because of a boiler 
water problem. But it was 
expected to be back in full 
operation by yesterday 
with some 5,000 tons of 
canes on hand. 


FLOODS 


A few fields in the south 
were flooded but the 
company is still going all 
out to take out as much 
canes as possible. The 
farmers in the Valleyline 
and Forres Park areas were 
also hard hit. 


It is understood that the 
company may have to 
streamline its operations in 
future, cutting down the 
size of the industry to suit 
the grinding capacity. In 
other words, the company 
may very well have to 
consider planting only what 
it could reap or grind. 

Variety of canes may also 
be included in the 
programme to protect the 
industry from diseases, it 
was learnt. 
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